2022 Regional Convention of Jehovah's Witnhesses
FRIDAY MORNING - PART ONE

On behalf of the governing body and all of those working at the world headquarters of
Jehovah's witnesses, it's my pleasure to welcome you to the 2022 "Pursue Peace"
convention.

These convention segments which constitute special editions of JW broadcasting this month
and next have been translated into more than 500 languages. The scripture theme for this
session and the next is Psalm 29:11,

"Jehovah will bless his people with peace".

As you watch the following music video presentation, notice the peace we find by observing
Jehovah's creations, reading his word, and sharing his message with others. Please enjoy the
presentation.

We are delighted you could join us for the opening session of the "Pursue Peace" convention
of Jehovah's Witnesses. Let's sing together song number 86 entitled,

“We must be taught”.
That's song number 86.

What kind of peace does God give, and to whom does he give it? Brother Stephen Lett, a
member of the governing body of Jehovah's Witnesses will answer these questions in the
opening talk of our program. Please pay close attention as he develops the theme,

“Jehovah is the God who gives peace”.

It is my great pleasure to warmly welcome all of you and to say Shalom. Why is saying that
appropriate. Well Shalom is the Hebrew word for peace, and it occurs over 200 times in the

bible. When it's used as a greeting, just as | used it, it means, may you have peace. So what
could be a more appropriate way to greet all of you at the start of this "Pursue Peace"
Convention of Jehovah's Witnesses.

We are very pleased that you're with us and we assure you you will not be disappointed. To
the contrary, you'll be glad you were able to devote three days to learning what the bible says
about how to gain and maintain peace in all areas of your life. But now, let's begin by talking
about the person who has drawn us all together for this convention, Jehovah, and how we
delight in talking about our marvellous heavenly father.

Philippians 4:9 calls Jehovah the
“God of peace”.

Now, it's true, He possesses many qualities, love, justice, wisdom, power, but, He also
possesses the quality of peace. If you think about it, He is at peace with himself, at peace with
angels, at peace with faithful humans, yes, He is the God of peace. But, here's a question,
does Jehovah keep this peace to himself? Well, let's get the answer, Romans chapter 15,



Romans 15, and please, let's read verse number 33.
"May the God who “gives” peace be with all of you, Amen".

So, He generously gives this peace. As we'll be discussing in fact, He gives every good gift,
every perfect present, according to James 1:17., And one of his finest presents is the gift of
peace. But now, here's another question, what kind of peace does Jehovah give?

Well, many equate peace with freedom from conflict and strife in one's life, but the peace
Jehovah gives is a lot more than that. The peace that only Jehovah can supply brings in
feelings of safety, security, well-being.

This, Jehovah given peace, is described very nicely in Philippians chapter 4. Let's go there,
Philippians 4, beginning in verse 6,

"Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything, by prayer and supplication along

with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God, and the peace of God that

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means
of Christ Jesus".

So notice Jehovah is saying, do not be anxious over anything.

Would Jehovah tell us to do something it was impossible for us to do? No, but, obviously, He's
talking about not being overly anxious. Controlled anxiety can actually be beneficial. It can
move us to show concern for others. It can motivate us to work enthusiastically to accomplish
an assignment. But now what about excessive uncontrolled anxiety? Well, that can lead to
physical problems.

Depression can be crippling, debilitating, and feebling. But now, how can we avoid being
overly anxious over anything? The answer is given in the next words of Philippians 4:6 and 7.
After telling us not to be anxious Jehovah gives the antidote, He basically tells us to pray,
supplicate, petition Him, and we will get that peace of God.

But now, what does the scripture mean when it says that this,
“Peace of God surpasses all understanding”

Well, we could say that it's so amazing, so powerful, that we limited humans cannot fully
understand it. It defies logic from a human standpoint. Our hearts and minds may be filled
with so much worry, fear, anxiety, we see no way out, but we beg Jehovah for the peace that
he can supply and then what happens? Our minds and hearts amazingly are filled with
calmness, security, tranquility.

Lorraine, a young girl whose mother was dying of cancer said this, "l was in the room when
my mother took her last breath. | asked Jehovah to give me the strength to endure and to get
through this. Immediately, | felt the

“Peace of God".

But now what is meant by the expression,



"The peace of God will guard your hearts and your mental powers".

Well, the Greek word translated guard is a military term that evokes a mental picture of
soldiers maintaining a day and night watch. In the same way, see, this piece of God can act
like a 24-hour guard over our hearts and mental powers, keeping them calm, secure, and
tranquil.

Now, here's a question, what is the key ingredient to our being able to receive this miraculous
peace of God? The answer, having a close friendship with Jehovah.

The apostle Paul experienced first hand, many times, that having inner peace depends not on
circumstances but rather on a close personal relationship with Jehovah. For example on one
occasion, because Paul and Silas boldly preached, they had their garments ripped off of
them. They were beaten many blows with rods, they were thrown into the inner prison. Their
feet were fastened in stocks. But in the middle of the night, what did Paul and Silas began to
do?

They began to pray and sing songs of praise to Jehovah. In amazement, all the other
prisoners were listening to them. So obviously their very, very, unfavourable circumstances,
had not robbed them of their precious peace of God. So, let's learn this valuable lesson from
Paul and Silas. Having the peace of God is not dependent on our circumstances, but, it is
dependent on having a close personal relationship with Jehovah.

Thus far we've discussed how Jehovah is a God of peace who gives peace, and we've talked
about what kind of peace He gives, but now we ask, to whom does Jehovah give peace? The
simple answer is, Jehovah gives peace to those who draw close to him and want to follow his
guidance. So, receiving peace from Jehovah starts with living a clean life, following Jehovah's
righteous moral standards.

Many people in Satan's world, as you know, believe that God will accept them as they are,
that God in effect will lower his standard to accommodate them. Can you imagine such pride?
That would be like a pot telling its maker the potter how the pot must be used and the potter
must accept this whether he likes it or not. Well we know it doesn't work that way does it. We
have to come up to Jehovah's righteous standards. Now, He'll help us but we do the changing
certainly not Jehovah.

Interestingly, James chapter 3 verse 17 says that
“The wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable”.

So if we want peace from Jehovah that will result in peaceful lives we must be pure,
according to Jehovah's moral standards. Isaiah 48:22 reads

“There is no peace, says Jehovah for the wicked”.

Or put another way, those who wickedly set their own moral standards will receive no peace
from Jehovah and will not have peaceful lives, but we work hard to live by Jehovah's
standards.

Now, it's true Jehovah does his part to help us, but, he does expect us to do our part. We



could say that his blessing on our effort is somewhat like multiplication. What do we mean.
Well if we put forth no effort, there's nothing for Jehovah to multiply. See, what is 10 times 07?
Zero. Hundred times zero, a thousand times zero, a million times zero, we still have zero. So
if we don't do anything Jehovah has nothing to multiply.

Galatians 5:22 tells us that
“Peace” is an aspect of “the fruitage of the holy spirit”,

So, the holy spirit will help us cultivate and demonstrate peace. In fact, John 14:26 describes
the holy spirit as a

“Helper”.

But that expression “helper” doesn't indicate it will miraculously do the job for us, with no effort
on our part.

To illustrate this, if we can, imagine that you're working very hard to paint the outside of your
house, and a good friend comes to help you. Now, you're painting together but then you
decide, I'll just go back in the house and I'll just take it easy. Well, how long will your friend
keep painting? If he continued painting, he's no longer a helper he's doing the job for you.

Luke 11:13 tells us that Jehovah will,
“Give holy spirit to those asking Him for it”,

So, if we ask for holy spirit, and then do our very best to work in harmony with that helper, we
will enjoy peace with God, and we will enjoy and promote harmony, unity, and good relations
with others. And what a pleasure it is to associate with those who display peace, this
important aspect of the spirit's fruitage.

When a sleeping baby is suddenly awakened in the middle of the night by a loud noise, he
becomes frightened doesn't he? and he cries out for help. But, when a parent cuddles him
and soothes him with reassuring words, he calms down immediately.

Well David at Psalm 55:16 through 18 said that when he was troubled, he “called out to God”
and that Jehovah “heard his voice” and “gave him peace”. Like David, when we're in anguish,
we can supplicate our heavenly father and he will soothe and restore our peace. In fact, our
loving father is eager to do this for us.

Open up to Jeremiah 29, and notice he's eager to replace our anxiety with the peace from
him. Jeremiah 29:11,

“For | well know the thoughts that | am thinking toward you declares Jehovah,
thoughts of peace, and not of calamity, to give you a future and a hope, and you will
call me, and come and pray to me and | will listen to you”.

Isn't that beautiful, our God is ready, willing, and able, to replace our anxieties with this
amazing peace that only He can give.

Well, we've now discussed how Jehovah is the God of peace, we've discussed who he gives



the peace to, to those who draw close to him, and earnestly seek peace from him. But now,

let's examine how each of us can promote peace with others. In the following video, Brother
Kenneth Cook of the governing body will explain how this convention program will help us to
"Pursue Peace".

VIDEO STARTS
On behalf of the Governing Body | can say that we really appreciate your attending this
"Pursue Peace" convention.

Speaking of peace, we love the serene setting here at our world headquarters on Blue Lake
in New York state. At times, the water is as smooth as a mirror. We occasionally see eagles
and hawks fly by. And in the fall of the year, when the leaves change colours, the forest can
look spectacular.

More important than this tranquil setting though is the abundant peace that Jehovah has
given to his organization. We can say this because of the peace and harmony that unite us no
matter what our nationality, language, race, tribe, or social background is. This is truly
spectacular. Especially when we consider all the turmoil in the world and how divided people
are politically, socially, and religiously. However, we cannot take our beautiful peace for
granted, it's not maintained automatically. Each of us personally must "Pursue Peace" in order
to have God's approval.

Jehovah certainly wants his worshippers to enjoy lasting peace. That was true in ancient
times. God told Moses to have the priests in Israel bless the people with very reassuring
words. Notice these words that we find at Numbers chapter 6 verses 24 through 26 and hear
what the priests were to say to the people,

“May Jehovah bless you and safeguard you, may Jehovah make His face shine upon
you and may He favour you. May Jehovah lift up his face toward you and grant you
peace”.

The next verse states,
“And they must place my name upon the people of Israel that | may bless them”.
Jehovah has placed His name on us too and He is richly blessing us.

Let's consider what this convention program is going to cover so that we'll know how we can
continue to enjoy God's blessing of peace.

First, we'll consider, “How to be at peace with God”. Our greatest peace comes from having a
personal relationship with Jehovah. Making Him our best friend benefits us and leads to
peace in every other aspect of our life. How can we reach out for a close relationship with
God? We need more than a superficial knowledge of Him, we need to get to know Jehovah
as a person, and admire his qualities and ways. Then we can love what he loves and hate
what he hates.

During this program, listen for details about Jehovah that will draw you ever closer to him.

Second, we'll consider “How to be at peace with others”. Our homes should be havens for



peace for our families. This means more than the absence of arguing, it involves putting the
interests of our family members ahead of our own.

As we'll learn from this program, that includes showing love and respect to one another,
working as a team, improving family communication, and worshipping Jehovah together.

Third, we'll consider “How to be at peace despite trials and troublesome world conditions”.
During this convention, we're going to tour the world to see how despite opposition, iliness,
economic problems and natural disasters, our Brothers really care for one another. How they
receive help from Jehovah's organization, and how they continue their spiritual activity.

No matter what may threaten our lives or livelihood, we can be confident that Jehovah can
help us get through it and retain our peace of mind and heart.

Fourth we'll consider “How to enjoy peace eternally”. Once God's kingdom has lifted mankind
to perfection, we'll no longer have to "Pursue Peace". As Psalm 72 verse 7 promises,

“The righteous will flourish, and peace will abound until the moon is no more”
In other words, there will be peace forever.

This program will help us to anticipate future blessings from Jehovah. Can you see why
“'Pursue Peace"” was well chosen as the theme for this year's convention? To pursue
something means to chase it in order to capture it.

Because of the influence of Satan his wicked world and our own imperfections, peace is
constantly trying to elude us. Therefore we have to chase after it to capture it in our lives. This
convention program will help us do that.

May the God of peace be with all of you now and forever. That's the heartfelt wish of all of us
on the Governing Body because we love you dearly.

Please enjoy the entire convention program.
VIDEO ENDS

We warmly thank Brother Cook for highlighting some of the ways this convention program will
help us to "Pursue Peace".

But now let's briefly preview the convention program that is coming our way, that has been
provided by the God of peace, and you may want to follow along by using your copy of the
convention program.

You'll note, day one has the theme “Jehovah will bless his people with peace”. The first
symposium will illustrate how love for God, love for neighbour, and love for God's word, lead
to genuine peace. This year's dramatic bible reading is based on the life of Jacob, and as you
will see, Jacob gives us an excellent example as to how we can pursue the things making for
peace.

Thereafter that, we will have the talk, “The Result of True Righteousness will be Peace”, and
we'll see in that talk how we can resist temptation. Just as a lion devours prey and assimilates
it into his body, Satan tries to get us to succumb to temptations so he can devour us and



assimilate us into his world, but during that talk, we'll learn how to reject his temptations.

Then, in the second half of day one, we'll enjoy our second convention symposium, “Take
delight in God's promises of peace”. We will be greatly heartened by Jehovah's promises of
peace found in the book of Isaiah. For example, one of the talks has a theme, “The wolf and
the lamb will feed together’.

Today, we can't even imagine feeding a wolf and a lamb together. If we tried such, it would
likely result in lamb chops for the wolf, but Jehovah's promise in Isaiah assures us that peace
will exist between humans and animals and between animals and other animals.

The third convention symposium has the thought-provoking theme, “Follow the road map to
family peace”. We'll learn how despite challenges, marriage mates, parents, and children, can
successfully follow that road map to family peace.

Then we'll enjoy the talk, “Loyally support the Prince of Peace". That talk will remind us of the
importance of maintaining our neutrality by not taking sides on political issues.

To conclude day one, we'll have the intriguing talk, “Do not be misled by imitation peace”. It
will contrast the world's so-called peace with a genuine peace that Jesus will give his
followers.

But then day two, notice the theme, “Be found spotless and unblemished and in peace”.

The second day starts with a symposium designed to invigorate us for our ministry, so that we
can be ready to share the good news of peace. That will be followed by the talk, “ Young
people, choose a path that leads to peace.” And that talk will encourage our dear young ones
to pursue the full-time ministry. And we want to say to you dear young ones, if you do this, you
will enjoy a happy life, and you will have no regrets. Next, we will see a video that shows how
our Brothers around the world are continuing their spiritual activity, and are enjoying peace
despite difficult trials. Then, a highlight of the day will be the baptism of new disciples of
Jesus. In the baptism talk, the baptism candidates will be encouraged to go on walking in the
way of peace, and why, because this is truly the best way of life.

Two more symposiums will use video dramatizations to contrast traits of ""Peace Wreckers
with the qualities of peace makers, and what a stark contrast between the two you'll see in in
these symposiums. It's kind of like the contrast between bitter and sweet.

Part one of this year's bible drama will remind us of ancient examples of God's people who
pursued peace, and will definitely be able to relate to their examples and relate it to our
current situation in life.

The day will conclude with showing us how to, Safeguard our uniting bond of peace”. We'll
see how we can do so by putting the application of bible principles always ahead of following
local culture and traditions;

Now day three, the theme, “May the God who gives hope fill you with all joy and peace”.

The opening symposium will examine seven examples of ones who sowed peace and reaped
peace. We will examine Joseph and his Brothers, the Gibeonites, Gideon, Abigail,



Mephibosheth, Paul and Barnabas and modern examples.

We truly hope that many accept our invitation to hear the enlightening public bible discourse
entitled, “Friendship with God, how possible”.

Now if we think about it, we're not born as friends of God because we're born as sinful
offspring of Adam.

Actually, we think about it, we're born as enemies of God.

Sometimes you'll hear people say of a little baby, look at that little angel, but more accurate
would be to say, look at that little enemy of God. Now of course, we love that little baby, and
it's not not hopeless because our loving creator has made reconciliation with him within the
reach of everyone. We can become a good friend of God and that close relationship with
Jehovah will become our most valuable possession.

But then, after we enjoy part two of the bible drama, the concluding talk of this convention will
fill our hearts with a joyful prospect that universal peace is sure to come. It's guaranteed by
the God who cannot lie.

Finally, we'll join in singing a beautiful new original song, and will close with a prayer of praise
to Jehovah the source of peace.

So dear Brothers and Sisters, there's a brief synopsis of our wonderful three-day convention,
provided by the God of peace, that is coming our way. And throughout, the program will be
enhanced with dozens of videos and we'll see our Brothers either in real life settings or
dramatic dramatizations that we'll definitely be able to relate to, in fact, the following video is a
little small sampling of the videos you will see during this convention,

VIDEO STARTS
Hey everyone guess who just walked in, Olivia. Today's poll, would she ever, no she would
never, she's an angel.

| wanted to go up to the girls and smash their phones...

Neutral, ain't no neutral you're just a coward, take your trash...

What | was feeling back then was just sadness, never really peace...
Hello everyone, Haley from junior design here...

Is there just a little bit of envy in there?...

In June of 2018 a huge group of armed men came to us. They represented the ideals of my
childhood...

Do you have any idea what this is gonna cost us? | didn't have a choice, You went behind my
back...

Where's your mask? Do you know how many people have actually gotten sick? Zero...

That's what always happens when you're just about to lose all your strength. Jehovah does



that something for you...

I'm so grateful that we made peace before the world turned upside down...
VIDEO ENDS

But here's an important question for all of us. Will we prepare our heart to receive God's
peace during this convention. Ezra chapter 7 verse 10 tells us that,

“Ezra prepared his heart to consult the law of Jehovah and to practice it, and to teach
it to the Israelite's”.

Now, what was the result? Verse 11 tells us, he became an,
‘Expert in the study of the commandments of Jehovah”.

Well in imitation of Ezra, how can we prepare our heart for what we're going to take in, at this
convention? Well for one thing, very important, by prayer and meditation we can make sure
that our heart is ready, receptive to receive Jehovah's instruction and we can also make sure
that in our heart, we are determined to apply what Jehovah teaches us.

But then, another thing we can do, we can pay close attention to the music video
presentations that will be shown before every session of the convention begins. Now these
presentations have been carefully crafted to help prepare our heart for each session.

Much time, effort, and expense has been expended in preparing these beautiful
presentations. So please, listen carefully as the sounds and sayings prepare your heart to
accept the spiritual instruction that will follow. Yes may each of us be determined to listen
attentively to what Jehovah is teaching us.

May we be determined to imitate the Psalmist who humbly stated at Psalm 85 verse 8,
“I will listen to what the true God Jehovah says, for he will speak peace to his people”.

If we do, we will learn how to "Pursue Peace" with all people to the praise of Jehovah, the
God of peace, who blesses his people with peace.

Yes we will be successful in pursuing peace until we no longer have to pursue it. Now, what
do we mean, well think about it does Jehovah have to "Pursue Peace"? Does He have to
chase it in an effort to try to catch it? No, Jehovah merely displays peace. Well in the new
world, what a wonderful time it will be when we no longer have to "Pursue Peace" but like
Jehovah, we can merely display peace. But right now let's be determined to continue to
"Pursue Peace" and may this wonderful convention that is coming our way help us to do so.

Thank you Brother Lett for helping us prepare our hearts for the rest of the program. We are
ready for Jehovah to teach us how to "Pursue Peace". How is peace related to love? How can
we show love? And, What blessings result when we do? The first symposium of this
convention will answer those questions. Brother Seth Hyatt a helper to the service committee
of the governing body will begin with the talk,

“How Love Leads to Genuine Peace, Love for God”.



What do you think, is there a connection, a relationship between love and peace, and if so
what role does love play in achieving genuine peace? The bible helps us to appreciate that
love is an essential element in achieving genuine peace, so we're interested in showing love.

As students of the bible, we know that humans were created in the image of God and as a
result, you and | have the ability to show love. But we also know that we live in a world that
has a very distorted view and definition of love. That combined with our own imperfection
means that if we're not careful our view of love can become distorted. So, how do we guard
against that? By allowing Jehovah to teach us how to love, and when you think about it, what
better teacher could we have.

The bible says that “God is love”. That means that Jehovah, our creator, who knows us better
than we know ourselves, who embodies, who personifies love, is willing to teach us how to
love, And how does he do that? Well, by means of his word the bible, and, by means of his
own beautiful example.

As we get acquainted with Jehovah, we learn what love really is, and as we put that love to
work as Jesus did, then we're in a position to enjoy genuine peace.

In this symposium we're going to explore how love for God, love of neighbour, and love for
God's word the bible, can lead to genuine peace.

First, let's talk about love for God. How important is that, If we want to enjoy genuine peace?
Well Jesus provides some insight in a statement he made that's recorded in our bibles at
Matthew chapter 22. Let's look at it. Matthew chapter 22 and we're going to read verse 37.

Now to provide some context for these words, Jesus has been asked a question by a man
who is well versed in the law. What is the greatest commandment in the law? Notice how
Jesus responds.

“He said to him, you must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your
whole soul and with your whole mind, this is the greatest and first commandment”.

“You must love Jehovah your God”. A command. Love for Jehovah is essential. It has to be
the most important relationship in our life. More important than any human, more important
than anything. We want to love Jehovah, to what extent?

Well, Jesus says, “With your whole heart”. And what does that involve? The context of Jesus
words helps us to understand that he was talking about a person's feelings, emotions,
desires. So, does love for God involve our emotions? Absolutely. But it has to involve more
than a simple affection for God. Why do we say that? Well, what did Jesus say next? “With
your whole soul”. That is with your entire being. We use everything we have to praise
Jehovah and to prove our love for him. Even more is involved. Jesus concludes by saying,
“With your whole mind”.

So our intellectual faculties are involved. We're willing to take the time to get to know
Jehovah's thinking and make it our thinking. We want to think the way Jehovah thinks. We
want to understand his purpose and his requirements for us and, we want to understand his
personality.



Now, when we think about that kind of love, it's clear that it encompasses our thoughts, our
words, and our actions. Nothing is left out. And that kind of love provides a basis for a
friendship with God, and that results in peace with God.

So there we see the progression loving Jehovah with our whole heart, soul, and mind leads to
peace with God. And , as we enjoy peace with God, we can also enjoy inner peace, and
peace with those around us.

Now, how does that work? Well, our love for Jehovah motivates us to imitate him, and we
cultivate the qualities that Jehovah displays. For example, patience, kindness, mildness,
qualities that make us attractive to others, and qualities that promote peace with others.

I'm sure you would agree that we want to be at peace with God. But sometimes our peace
can be threatened. We may experience pressure, we may be the subject of some wrong,
some injustice, some evil that threatens our peace. And then the question is, will we handle
things in a way that is pleasing to Jehovah, or will we become impatient or try to take matters
into our own hands?

In the following dramatization, notice how a family draws strength from a bible account that
highlights love and respect for Jehovah's sovereignty.

VIDEO STARTS
Olivia, Olivia, hurry, you're gonna be late for school.

Thank you.

Okay mom, I'm going to preach,

See you,

Bye mom, love you.

Have a good day,.

See you later mom.

Today's pole...

Okay, I'm totally posting that. Do it. Okay, it's up.

Hey everyone, Brooke here,

And Amanda,

Guess who just walked in? Olivia, and there's Jake. Today's pole, would she ever?
No she would never, she's an angel.

| think it's all an act. You know she's wild. Oh, she saw us.
| don't even think she likes guys.

What if she's into girls?



Everybody's getting it. | bet she's still a virgin.

Hey, can | see that? Yeah, of course, here you go.

Enjoy Life Forever. Now, how are you going to do that?

Well, that's a very good question. Actually, well God promised...
No, no, no, not God. You, what are you doing?

Me, well, | try to help others.

Try? Man, all you do is stand next to your little cart while the rest of us stand up for your rights
bro.

Well, I'm actually neutral. Neutral?

Ain't no neutral, you're just a coward, take your trash.

How'd it go?

It was a tough day at the cart but I'm okay.

Brooke here and Amanda guess who just walked in?

Olivia, what's wrong

Hey everyone, Brooke here, and Amanda,

Guess who just walked in Olivia and there's Jake. Today's pole, would she ever,
No she would never, she's an angel.

| think it's all an act, you know she's wild. Oh, she saw it.

I'm so sorry that happened to you, you know, it reminds me of a situation Paul was in. | think it
was Acts chapter 16 and verse 23.

"After they had inflicted many blows on them, they threw them into prison and ordered
the jailer to guard them securely. Because he got such an order, he threw them into the
inner prison and fastened their feet in the stalks, but about the middle of the night,
Paul and Silas were praying and praising God with song, and the prisoners were
listening to them".

What do you think made them want to sing? They loved Jehovah and when they focused on
that, how do you think they felt?

| think they felt some peace.
That's right, how about we dig a little bit deeper?

Okay
VIDEO ENDS




But what did you notice, Gabe and Olivia are under pressure. Olivia in the classroom, Gabe at
the witnessing cart. How will they handle the pressure in a way that preserves their peace
with Jehovah? Well, it's a good question and really all of us need to reflect on that question
when we're under pressure.

We know that Jehovah's way is the best way. We're convinced that his way of ruling is the
best way, but when we're subjected to pressure, perhaps the victim of some injustice, or even
of some evil, we may be inclined to take matters into our own hands, and when we do, it can
jeopardize our peace.

So, how do we demonstrate respect for Jehovah's sovereignty? The inspired advice in
Romans chapter 12 can help. Let's look together at Romans chapter 12, beginning in verse
17.

“Return evil for evil to no one”, so this provides the context for what follows. We may
suffer some evil, “return evil for evil to no one. Take into consideration what is fine
from the viewpoint of all men”,

And then notice verse 18,
“If possible, as far as it depends on you, be peaceable, be a peacemaker with all men”.

Now these words really heighten our appreciation for Jehovah's reasonableness. Why do we
say that? Because Jehovah doesn't ask us to do something that we can't do. He doesn't ask
us to control others, no, “to the extent it depends on you”, Jehovah asks that each of us
control ourselves, our response to a situation, and to be peacemakers. and then, an
explanation, verse 19,

“Do not avenge yourselves beloved but yield place to the wrath”,
Why? for it is written,
“Vengeance is mine, | will repay says Jehovah”.

So the advice is, be a peacemaker and leave wrath to God. Let him determine if, and when,
and upon whom, vengeance will be brought. It's easy to say, but, is it always easy to do? No.

The example of king David can be very helpful to us. Through no fault of his own, David
became the target of king Saul's murderous hatred, and on several occasions Saul tried to Kill
David. For several years, David lived as a fugitive, but there were opportunities during that
time for David to harm Saul, even to kill him.

Now, he could have justified that in his mind but, do you think, had he done so, it would have
threatened his peace? His peace, especially with Jehovah. We know that it would, so how did
David respond? On one occasion, he said to his men, it is unthinkable, from Jehovah's
standpoint, that | should do such a thing to my lord, the anointed of Jehovah.

What helped David? Well, he saw a bigger picture than David and Saul didn't he, he saw a
picture with David Saul and Jehovah, and he knew that if Saul needed to be corrected
Jehovah would do it in his time, and way. As a result, David was willing to be patient, and he
preserved his peace, his peace with God, his inner peace, and his peace with those around



him.

What a beautiful example and we can be sure that if we demonstrate our love for Jehovah by
respecting His sovereignty, waiting on Him, that we will enjoy peace, as well. Jehovah
assures us that He will bless His people, He will bless us with peace, so let us be determined
to love Jehovah with our whole heart, soul, and mind, and to demonstrate our love for
Jehovah by patiently waiting on him and respecting his sovereignty, His way of doing things. If
we do, we will enjoy the incomparable peace of God.

Now Brother Ralph Walholz, a helper to the personnel committee will present the next talk of
this symposium,

“How love leads to genuine peace , love of neighbour”
Foretelling dominant traits that would exist in the last days, 2 Timothy chapter 3:2 says that,
“Men will be lovers of themselves”.

Is it wrong for us to love ourselves? No, it's normal, even necessary to have a healthy love of
oneself, after all, Jesus said,

“You must love your neighbour as yourself”.

And we'll talk more about that in a minute however, the love mentioned here is distorted and
selfish and because it prevents love of neighbour it becomes a barrier to peace.

Some bible scholars suggest that Paul put love of self at the top of his list at Second Timothy
chapter 3 verses 1 through 5, because all the remaining negative characteristics in the list
result from it, and those traits too are a barrier to peace, for example,

“Not being open to any agreement”,

mentioned in Second Timothy chapter 3 and verse 3 often leads to anger, wrath, screaming,
and abusive speech.

Rather than bringing peace, such a lack of self-control stirs up strife. On the other hand, love
of neighbour has the opposite effect, it leads to genuine peace.

Please turn to Matthew chapter 22 verse 36, one of the pharisees versed in the law tests
Jesus,

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the law”.
Jesus responded with the words in verse 37, just considered at length in the preceding talk,
“You must love Jehovah your God”.

But then Jesus goes beyond the original question and quotes a second commandment. Let's
read verse 39.

“The second like it is this, you must love your neighbour as yourself”.



Jesus is saying that the two commandments love of God and love of neighbour are linked.
Now, how exactly would you define neighbour? Please turn to Luke chapter 10. Notice how
Jesus answered this very question,

“Who really is my neighbour”.

Jesus responds clearly with his renowned illustration of the neighbourly Samaritan. In Jesus
day, the Jews disdained Samaritans. Their attitude moved Jesus to make a powerful point. In
his illustration. Jesus said that the Samaritan took extraordinary measures to help a Jewish
man, the Jew had fallen victim to robbers, and his own countrymen ignored him, leaving him
half dead. What Jesus said must have stunned the audience. Luke chapter 10 verses 33 and
34 reads,

“But a certain Samaritan travelling the road came upon him and at seeing him, he was
moved with pity, so he approached him, and bandaged his wounds, pouring oil and
wine on them, then he mounted him on his own animal and brought him to an Inn and
took care of him".

Jesus then asked a penetrating question in verse 36,
“Who of these three seems to you to have made himself neighbour”?

His words recorded in verse 37 are also directed to you and to me, go and do the same
yourself. Yes, our neighbours include not only our family members and our Christian Brothers
and Sisters but all whom we encounter from day to day. In other words, our love extends to
those who are not of our own race, tribe, nationality, or religion.

How do we show that love? Please turn with me to Romans chapter 13. Because we love our
neighbour, we avoid conduct that erupts disrupts peace, instead, we strive to apply the
inspired counsel at Romans chapter 13 verses 8 through 10.

“Do not owe anything to anyone except to love one another, for whoever loves his
fellow man has fulfilled the law. For the law code, you must not commit adultery, you
must not murder, you must not steal, you must not covet, and whatever other
commandment there is, is summed up in this saying, you must love your neighbour as
yourself. Love does not work evil to one's neighbour therefore, love is the law's
fulfillment”.

That means that our responsibility is to treat others in ways that promote peace. When others
treat us unkindly, we endeavour to imitate Jesus, when he was being insulted, he did not
return the insult when he was suffering, he didn't go threatening, imitating the "Prince of
Peace", and the God of peace, gives us inner peace.

In the following dramatization notice how a family benefits from the apostle Paul's example of
displaying love of neighbour, even when provoked.

What are you gonna do, you're just a coward, man, all you do is stand next to your little, you
don't do anything? You just stand next to your little cart, once again, no neutral right.

Gabe what happened today? It's just I've been yelled at in service before but this time i



wanted to, | don't know, | wanted to go up to the girls and smash their phones. I'm so glad that
you didn't, yeah but | feel guilty because | was like, | was like so angry.

It's okay let's keep reading. We had left off in Acts 16 verse 26.

“Suddenly a great earthquake occurred, so that the foundations of the jail were
shaken, moreover all the doors were instantly open and everyone's bonds came loose.
When the jailer woke up and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword
and was about to kill himself assuming that the prisoners had escaped, but Paul called
out with a loud voice, do not hurt yourself for we are all here, so he asked for lights
and rushed in, and seized with trembling, he fell down before Paul and Silas”.

Now, think about what the jailer had done to Paul. He could have hated him for it,

Yeah, he could have, but | guess he saw the jailer's pain instead of just his own, yeah, Paul
loved his neighbour. He didn't hold back trying to save his life.

Hey, how do you get the nerve to keep coming out here.

Look, you were right about what you said. No one should stand around while other people
suffer injustice.

So, do something, fight like we do.

This is my way of making a difference, the only way that | know the world can really change.
Come on man, the bible?

Like, | get what you're thinking but let me show you just one scripture.

All right, one scripture.

So, this is a verse in the bible that convinced me of how i can make a difference. It's in
Matthew chapter 24 verse 14. Here it says,

“And this good news of the kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a
witness to all the nations, and then the end will come".

In the dramatization, Paul could have reacted in a negative way towards the jailer, however, in
spite of the way he had been treated, he displayed neighbourly love, and this had a powerful
effect on the jailer, and brought praise to Jehovah.

Because we are imperfect, we must work hard at cultivating love for our neighbour. This is
illustrated in what happened with the apostle Peter. Prior to becoming a follower of Jesus. He
did not have fellowship with non-Jewish people, but after he became a Christian, God taught
him that division between Jews and Gentiles was not to continue, and Peter got the point.

In Acts chapter 10 verses 34 and 35, Peter's quoted as saying,

“Now | truly understand that God is not partial, but in every nation the man who fears
him and works what is right is acceptable to him”.



Peter even stayed in the newly converted gentiles home for days, and he continued the
practice of eating with non-Jewish Christians however, 13 years later, while in Syrian Antioch,
Peter suddenly stopped associating with gentile Christians, why?

He feared the reaction of some Jewish Christians who were slow to accept change. This
illustrates that prejudice can be deeply rooted. It takes constant effort to rid ourselves of it but,
we must learn to view others impartially as Jehovah does. We want to treat others as
Jehovah treats them.

In his Sermon on the Mount Jesus said,

“You heard it was said you must love your neighbour and hate your enemy, however i
say to you, continue to love your enemies, and to pray for those who persecute you”.

Then, as recorded in Matthew chapter 5 and verse 45, he explains why we want to show that
type of love,

“So that you may prove yourselves sons of your father who is in the heavens, since he
makes his sun rise on both the wicked and the good and makes it rain on both the
righteous and the unrighteous”.

This love, produced by holy spirit, is markedly different from the sort of love that is common in
the world. It's based on a higher principle. Jesus said, even sinners will follow a policy of like
for like, but, if we want to prove ourselves sons of our father who's in the heavens, we must
be different. We welcome others as God in Christ have welcomed us.

In Romans 15:7 the bible says to us,
“Welcome one another, just as Christ also welcomed you”.

The Greek word used there conveys the idea of receiving someone kindly or hospitably, such
as into one's home or circle of friends. Prejudice withers as love grows. Remember that at
one time we were all strangers or foreigners, not close to God but, Jehovah drew us to him
with cords of love. Christ welcomed us, he opened the door as it were so that we could
become part of God's family. Since Jesus has kindly accepted us as imperfect as we are, it
should be unthinkable for us to reject anyone else.

Dear Brothers and Sisters, divisions, prejudice, and hostility will doubtless increase in the
world as we approach the end of this wicked system. As servants of Jehovah though, we seek
the wisdom from above which is impartial and promotes peace.

We rejoice as we forge friendships with people from other lands, accept cultural differences
and possibly even learn the languages of others.

When we do this peace flows just like a river, and justice, like the waves of the sea. We work
what is good toward all, but especially our Brothers. Love of neighbour moves us to make
sacrifices in behalf of others and to share the good news at every opportunity. Our master
Jesus said, this is my commandment, that you love one another, just as | have loved you.

What are the blessings that come from love of neighbour? Jesus answers that at John
chapter 15, and we'll read verses 8 through 10. Beginning with verse 8. Number one,



“My father is glorified in this, that you keep bearing much fruit, and prove yourselves
my disciples”.

The second blessing, verse 9,

“Just as the father has loved me, so i have loved you, remain in my love if you observe
my commandments, you will remain in my love just as i have observed the
commandments of the father and remain in his love”.

Brother Robert Cerranco, the helper to the writing committee will now present the final talk of
this symposium,

“How love leads to genuine peace, love for God's word”.

Can you imagine a collection of some 40 million books. They would fill more than 800 miles or
1300 kilometres of bookshelves, and yet, that is what you can find in what has been
described as the largest library in the world, the library of congress in Washington DC in the
United States. Which book would you say is the most worthwhile to read among all those
millions of volumes? We can let the apostle Paul answer that question. In his Second letter to
Timothy at Second Timothy 3:15, he referred to the holy writings,

“Which are able to make us wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus”.

He was referring of course to God's own written word, that we know as the bible. The
contents of this book can give us the wisdom that we need to gain salvation, and that makes it
the most worthwhile book on earth.

But how can a book have such a profound effect on a person. Well, when describing books
and their authors per-say, the secular writer Gilbert Hyatt once stated, “books are not lumps
of lifeless paper, but minds alive on the shelves from each of them goes out its own voice”,

so, by taking down one of these volumes and opening it, one can call into arrange the voice of
a man, the author, far distant in time and space, and hear him speaking to us, mind to mind,
heart to heart.

When we take this book,, the bible down off the shelf and open it, we are calling into range
the voice of its author, Jehovah, and is he speaking to us, mind to mind, heart to heart.
Indeed, He is, for example, at Jeremiah 29:11, Jehovah tells us,

“I well know the thoughts that i am thinking toward you, thoughts of peace and not of
calamity, to give you a future, and a hope”.

and at Proverbs 27:11, Jehovah tells us,
“Be wise and make my heart rejoice, so that | can make a reply to him who taunts me”.

How grateful we are that Jehovah has given us his precious word the bible that reveals his
intimate thoughts and feelings. That draws us close to him, and it teaches us how to gain
everlasting life. Because we love Jehovah, we also love and cherish what he tells us through
the pages of his written word and that is exactly how the Psalmist felt who wrote the 119"
Psalm. Please open your bible to Psalm 119" and find verse 161, that's Psalm 119" verse
161, in the latter part it says,



“But my heart stands in awe of your words”.
Now see what more he wrote in verses 167 and 168,

“l keep your reminders and | love them dearly, | observe your orders and your
reminders for you are aware of all that | do”.

This bible writer did not view God's orders and reminders as just a list of cold legalistic
statutes. And we can be sure that he did not consider them to be burdensome, instead he
knew that they formed the basis for the best life possible and that is why he not only wanted
to learn God's orders but he also desired to observe or obey them. The Psalmists believe that
God's word is the one thing worth studying, and that, because of knowing God's orders and
reminders, we are far wiser than people who know everything else except God's word.

Now look at what more he wrote in verse 165,

“Abundant peace belongs to those who love your law, nothing can make them
stumble”.

Herein lies a major reason why we love God's word. Abiding by it leads to genuine peace.
Everyone longs for peace in their life and through the pages of the bible we learn how to
attain it. That is why we choose to live by God's word even in the face of the trials that arise in
our life.

Some of which may try to steal away our peace of mind and heart, and yet Jehovah knows
what we are going through every day of our lives and stands ready to help us. If we love and
obey Jehovah's word, we will not be stumbled spiritually by what someone else does or says
or by any other matter or situation in life, but how does love for God's word lead to such
peace and keep us from stumbling?

We know that all scripture is inspired of God, making the bible the most reliable guide for
every aspect of life, after all, his wisdom is infinitely superior to our own. Reading the bible
enables us to look at matters from God's elevated point of view. It is just as the prophet Isaiah
wrote at Isaiah 55 verses 8 and 9. If you'd like to open to that please, Isaiah 55 8-9 he wrote,

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, and your ways are not my ways declares
Jehovah, for as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts”.

Just imagine, Jehovah's thoughts and language must be vastly superior to those of humans.
When he communicates with us as he does through the pages of the bible, he simplifies how
he expresses his thoughts so that we can understand them then. As we take in all that
Jehovah says, we can let his thinking guide our thinking. Reading the bible can be likened to
peering into a mirror because its message has the power to allow us to see ourselves as we
really are, and it shows us where adjustments are needed in our attitude and conduct.

Thus far in this symposium, we have seen how this can actually work. We have seen two
dramatizations of a widowed mother using the bible to help her teenage children avoid being
stumbled by other young people who had been harassing them. Remember her son Gabe
had been called a coward by a couple of tough-looking youths while he was engaged in public



witnessing, and her daughter Olivia had been chided by other girls for not being interested in
dating one of the guys in her class.

Their mother used what Jehovah inspired the apostle Paul to write about with his ordeal in
prison to show how he was able to preserve his peace in a very difficult situation and that in
turn helped Olivia and Gabe to safeguard their own peace.

Let's see what more the mother finds in the bible to help Olivia avoid being stumbled into
conduct that could rob her of peace.

Guess who just walked in, Olivia and there's Jake.
Olivia, what are you thinking?

| don't know how they can do that. | don't even follow them. If this doesn't stop, | don't know if
| can...

You're strong, Okay, you just can't let them get to you.
It feels out of your control doesn't it?

Hey, | think we need another bible example. Remember when we studied about the Shulamite
girl?

Yeah | remember.
And who was pressuring her?
Solomon, but she wasn't interested in him, just like I'm not interested in that boy Jake, so..

But it wasn't just him. There were the daughters of Jerusalem in Solomon's court. They urged
her to accept his attentions, but do you remember what she said? In song of Solomon chapter
2 and verse 7 says,

“l put you under oath o' daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles and the doe's of the
fields, Do not try to awaken or arouse love and me until it feels inclined”.

So despite all of the pressure, who was really in control?
She was. No one was going to push her into something that she didn't want to do.
She even said,

“l am a wall”.

You have the same power, and if you believe that, it'll change how you handle the pressure.
Now give me a hug.

Hey guys, update on yesterday's topic, | guess she's still needs a man.
| just posted it, go like my video.

All they want is to see me give in.



Hey guys, update on yesterday's topic, | guess she's still.

Why would | give them the satisfaction. My peace comes from doing the right thing. Nobody
can make me stumble, | am a wall.

Olivia's mother thought of another inspired bible example that of the Shulamite girl who was
being urged by the young women in Solomon's court to accept his amorous attentions, but
despite the pressure, the Shulamite girl remained in control, for no one was going to push her
into something that she did not want to do.

Olivia got the point. As she thought to herself, my peace comes from doing the right thing.
Nobody can make me stumble, | am a wall.

It is obvious that the mother had a real love for God's word, knew it well, and calmly and
skilfully used it to guide the thinking of her children, to keep them from stumbling.

So, many people these days put God's word out of their mind to prevent it from influencing
their life, but as the world's morals decline, we must stick loyally to God's word to conform our
conduct to his pure and holy thinking, and strengthen our determination to live by his
standards.

That is just what the apostle Paul urged us to do at Romans chapter 12 and verse 2. If you
would turn there please, Romans 12 and verse 2. Paul wrote,

“And stop being moulded by this system of things but be transformed by making your
mind over so that you may prove to yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect
will of God”.

God's word strengthens us to resist conforming to the corrupting practices of Satan's world
and to suppress temptations toward wrongdoing.

Now, as we prove to ourselves that the will of God is good and perfect, then we should also
accept that loyally obeying God is the best way of living. There is a direct connection between
heeding scriptural teachings and obeying or enjoying genuine peace, however for Jehovah's
word to have such power in our lives, we need to read the bible every day and meditate on
why it's counsel it's beneficial. That means reading it at a pace that allows us to ponder on
what we are reading, and doing this helps to fix in our minds the portions that are especially
helpful to us. When asked why he reads the bible every day one Christian replied, “If i
repeatedly pray to Jehovah during the day and expect him to hear me, why shouldn'ti also
listen to God by reading his word every day. If we want to be a good friend, why would we do
all the talking”? He makes a very good point doesn't he? By reading the bible, we are listening
to Jehovah, and that is how we get his viewpoint on matters.

So, do you allow God to speak to you every day? We can measure how effective our bible
reading is by the influence it has on our attitude and conduct. When our peace is disturbed,
we can look into the source of divine wisdom for God's guidance.

Speaking prophetically of anointed Christians at Isaiah 54:13, the prophet wrote,

“All your sons will be taught by Jehovah and their peace will be abundant”.



Now, those words apply, in principle to Christ's other sheep, as well.

Thankfully, when Christ's anointed Brothers, the faithful and discreet slave, prepare spiritual
food for us such as this convention program. They hold firmly to Jehovah's word and they
never water it down. We always receive spiritual instruction that upholds Jehovah's high moral
standards and we are blessed with upon abundant peace when we accept Jehovah's
instruction.

Isaiah penned another prophecy that is being fulfilled today and that we find it Isaiah 2 verses
2 through 4. He saw in a vision of the last days, people from all the nations streaming to true
worship, and for what reason? Isaiah wrote of Jehovah,

“He will instruct us about his ways and we will walk in his paths”
And in what would this resuilt,

“So that they will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning
shears. Nation will not lift up sword against nation nor will they learn war anymore”.

In his goodness, Jehovah is willing to teach we imperfect humans, how to achieve genuine
abundant peace earthwide, and he does that through the pages of his own written word. What
a privilege it is to be taught by our God. No matter what problem may threaten the peace of
our personal life, our family, or our congregation, we are confident that the solution can be
found in the bible and as we have learned from this symposium, our continued love for
Jehovah, for our neighbour, and for God's word, will lead to our enjoying everlasting peace in
God's new world.

Thank you Brothers for teaching us how love motivates our pursuit of peace. Each of us now
has an opportunity to praise Jehovah with song. We will sing song number 24 entitled,

“Come to Jehovah's mountain”, song number 24.

FRIDAY MORNING - PART TWO

There is an ongoing need for volunteers at Bethel and on theocratic construction projects.
Although the Covid-19 pandemic has limited the number of those who may be invited at this
time, there is still a need for volunteers.

As you watch the following video, please note the spirit displayed by those who make
themselves available for Bethel service.

VIDEO STARTS

Making yourself available for Bethel service is like knocking on a door that leads to many
other privileges of service. Of course, to serve at Bethel requires a self-sacrificing spirit and a
willingness to serve wherever there is a need in harmony with the attitude displayed by the
prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 6:8,

“Then | heard the voice of Jehovah saying, whom shall | send, and who will go for us?



And | said, here | am, send me”.

When Isaiah learned about an opportunity to do more in Jehovah's service, he responded
eagerly even though he did not know exactly what he was going to be assigned to do. It was
enough for him to know that Jehovah was extending an invitation to serve in a special way
and Isaiah wanted to volunteer.

The same spirit is shown by Bethel family members worldwide . If the branch committee
determines that there is a need for your services, they will decide where you can best be
used, whether at Bethel or perhaps on the theocratic construction assignment. Submitting
your application may open a door of opportunity to serve Jehovah and his organization in a
variety of ways.

VIDEO ENDS

That was an excerpt from the video, “Making yourself available for Bethel service”. If you are
interested in serving at Bethel or on theocratic construction projects on a part-time or full-time
basis, please watch the entire video on jw.org.

Baptized Christians who are 19 years of age or older and are interested in volunteering
should apply. Speak to your congregation secretary for more information. If possible, please
submit your application electronically on jw.org.

Have you ever found yourself in a situation where your piece was threatened? How did you
handle it? We can learn much from the faithful man Jacob about how to make peace. Please
open your bibles to Genesis chapter 26 and follow along as Brother Mark Sanderson, a
member of the governing body, applies the lessons in the dramatic bible reading with the
theme,

“Jacob a man who loved peace”.

Have you ever been the victim of oppression or injustice? Have you been angered by
something someone has said or done? Who of us hasn't. In situations like that, people who
don't know Jehovah often react in a way that's far from peaceful. They retaliate, they fight,
they hit back. But we know that Jehovah sees what happened and he can set matters
straight. We're wise to remember the words of Jesus, “Happy are the mild tempered, Happy
are the peacemakers”.

The bible describes a man who remained mild and peaceable in some extremely difficult and
stressful situations. Repeatedly he chose not to fight, preferring a course that led to peace.
That man was Jacob.

Jacob learned from the peaceful example of his father Isaac. There was a famine in the land,
and Isaac moved his family to Ge'rar, which was ruled by Abimelech, king of the Philistines.
Let's read about the problems that arose and see how Isaac dealt with them.

Please turn to Genesis chapter 26 and verse 12.



“And Isaac began to sow seed in that land, and in that year he reaped 100 times what
he sowed, for Jehovah was blessing him. The man became wealthy and he continued
to prosper until he became very wealthy. He acquired flocks of sheep and herds of
cattle and a large body of servants and the Philistines began to envy him, so the
Philistines took soil and stopped up all the wells that his father's servants had dug in
the days of Abraham. Abimelech then said to Isaac move from our neighbourhood for
you have grown far stronger than we are, so Isaac moved from there and encamped in
the valley of Ge'rar and began dwelling there, and Isaac again dug the wells that had
been dug in the days of his father Abraham, but, that the Philistines had stopped up
after Abraham's death, and he called them by the names that his father had given them.
When the servants of Isaac were digging in the valley, they found a well of fresh water,
and the shepherds of Ge'rar began quarrelling with the shepherds of Isaac saying the
water is ours. So he named the well E'sek because they had quarrelled with him, and
they started digging another well, and they began quarrelling over it also, so he named
it Sit'nah. Later, he moved away from there and dug another well but they did not
quarrel over it so he named it Re-ho'both and said, it is because now Jehovah has
given us ample room and has made us fruitful in the land. Then he went up from there
to Be'er-she'ba. That night, Jehovah appeared to him and said, | am the God of your
father Abraham, do not be afraid for | am with you, and | will bless you, and multiply
your offspring on account of Abraham my servant”.

The Philistines, motivated by envy, stop up all the wells that Abraham had dug, and the king
asks Isaac to move from the neighbourhood. Isaac now has a decision to make. Perhaps
some encourage him to stay put. Think about how they might have reasoned. You've done
nothing wrong Isaac. Jehovah told you that you and your offspring would possess the land.
You have nothing to fear, you have many servants, and they're stronger than the Philistines.
Why not hit back against those who have done this to your wells?

In this situation what would you have done? Isaac chooses a peaceful course. He decides to
move on. This is not easy. Isaac has many servants and flocks of sheep and herds of cattle.
He has tilled the ground, planted seed, and it's produced plentifully, but he leaves that behind
and moves on.

But Isaac's troubles are not over. In his new location, his servants dig wells and find fresh
water, but the shepherds in that area say the water is ours. Isaac then digs another well, but
the local shepherds quarrel about that one too.

Again, instead of fighting over the matter, Isaac moves and finally finds a place where he can
reside in peace.

Jacob saw that his father's peaceful actions had a good effect, and he knew that Isaac had
received Jehovah's blessing.

What's the lesson? Parents, never underestimate the powerful effect your good example can
have on your children. Jacob has a twin Brother Esau. Of the two, Esau is born first, but
Jehovah foretells that contrary to custom, the older Esau will serve his younger Brother.
Jehovah foresees what kind of personalities they'll develop and he knows that Esau will have



little appreciation for spiritual matters.

This becomes evident when Esau exchanges his right as firstborn for a mere bowl of stew.
Sealing the matter with an oath.

But something more is involved, in selling the birthright. He also gives up the right to receive a
prophetic blessing from his father. Years pass, Isaac has grown old and he decides it's time to
impart the blessing to his firstborn.

He may not know that Esau had sold his right as firstborn, in any case, he tells Esau that he
will bless him, but asks him first to provide him with a tasty dish of fresh game from the field.

Rebecca the twin's mother overhears this conversation and persuades Jacob to impersonate
his twin Brother. While Esau is out hunting, the plan is successful. Isaac unwittingly blesses
Jacob.

Esau at learning of this is furious.
Let's take up the account from Genesis chapter 27 and verse 41.

“However, Esau harboured animosity against Jacob because of the blessing his father
had given him and Esau kept saying in his heart, the days of mourning for my father
are getting closer. After that, | am going to kill Jacob my Brother".

When the words of her older son Esau were told to Rebecca, she at once sent for her
younger son Jacob and said to him, look your Brother Esau is planning to take revenge by
killing you. Now my son, do as | say. Get up, and run away to my Brother La'ban at Ha'ran.
Dwell with him for a while, until your Brother's rage calms down, until your Brother's anger
towards you subsides, and he forgets what you have done to him. Then | will send for you
from there. Why should | lose both of you in one day.

After that, Rebecca kept saying to Isaac, | am disgusted with my life because of the daughters
of Heth. If Jacob ever takes a wife from the daughters of Heth, like these daughters of the
land, what good is my life. So Isaac called Jacob and blessed him and commanded him
saying, “You must not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan. Go away to Pad'dan-a'ram,
to the house of Be-thu'el, your mother's father, and from there take for yourself a wife from the
daughters of La'ban your mother's Brother. God Almighty will bless you and make you fruitful
and multiply you, and you will certainly become a congregation of peoples. And he will give to
you the blessing of Abraham ,to you, and to your offspring with you, so that you may take
possession of the land where you have been living as a foreigner which God has given to
Abraham. So Isaac sent Jacob away and he departed for Pad'dan-a'ram, to La'ban the son of
Be-thu'el the A-ra-mea'an, the Brother of Rebecca, the mother of Jacob and Esau”.

Jacob's parents tell him to travel to his uncle La'ban to find a wife. Of course, the core issue is
the problem with Esau. Recall that earlier, Isaac had a problem with the Philistines, a problem
that evidently could not be settled peacefully so, what did Isaac do? He moved on.



Now Jacob faces a similar situation. His Brother is seething with anger, so Jacob leaves. It
means leaving his home and his family, it means making a long journey to a distant land.
Jacob could have chosen to stand his ground. He owns the birthright, he could argue the
matter with his father and mother. I'm no child, I'm 77 years old.

Jacob does none of those things. The bible simply says, Jacob obeyed his father and his
mother and departed. What's the lesson? When we face a situation that can't be settled
peacefully, we probably won't need to flee for our lives to a distant land. Sometimes however,
it is the course of wisdom to walk away from a situation.

Proverbs chapter 17 and verse 14 says,

“Beginning a fight is like opening a floodgate, before the quarrel breaks out, take your
leave”.

While Jacob is on his way to his uncle, Jehovah appears to Jacob in a dream and assures
him of his support and protection. That does not mean that Jacob's troubles are over. At the
journey's end. He moves in with his uncle's household, in time, a situation arises again that
shows that Jacob is a man who loves peace.

Let's read about it from Genesis chapter 29 and verse 16.

“Now La'ban had two daughters, the name of the older was Leah, and the name of the
younger, Rachel. But the eyes of Leah had no lustre whereas Rachel had become a
very attractive and beautiful woman. Jacob had fallen in love with Rachel so he said, |
am willing to serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel. To this, La'ban
said it is better for me to give her to you than to give her to another man. Keep dwelling
with me. And Jacob served seven years for Rachel but in his eyes they were like just a
few days because of his love for her.

Then Jacob said to La'ban, give over my wife because my days are up and let me have
relations with her. With that, La'ban gathered all the men of the place and made a feast,
but during the evening he resorted to taking his daughter Leah and bringing her to him
that he might have relations with her.

La'ban also gave his female servant Zilpah to his daughter Leah as a servant. In the
morning, Jacob saw that it was Leah, so he said to La'ban, what have you done to me?
Was it not for Rachel that | served you? Why have you tricked me? To this Laban said,
it is not our custom here to give the younger woman before the firstborn. Celebrate the
week of this woman after that you will also be given this other woman in exchange for
serving me seven more years. Jacob did so, and celebrated the week of this woman,
after which he gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife. Besides, Laban gave his female
servant Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as her servant”.

Jacob has reason to be upset. He had arranged with La'ban to work seven years for Rachel.
At the end of the seven years, a wedding feast is arranged, but the heavily veiled woman
brought into him is not Rachel, it's Leah.

Imagine how shocked Jacob must have been. Instead of admitting to his deceit, La'ban gives



an excuse. What thoughts come to Jacob's mind? Does he consider that Jehovah might be
working out his promise to make Jacob's offspring plentiful, like the dust particles of the
earth? We don't know. As it turns out, Leah bears him six sons including Levi, and Judah,
family heads of the two most honoured tribes of Israel.

Of course, Jacob couldn't have foreknown this, still, Jacob the peacemaker accepts Leah and
goes along with La'ban's outrageous request that he work an additional seven years for
Rachel. What's the lesson? It's disappointing when others don't hold to their agreements. Like
Jacob, can we find it in our hearts to forgive and find a way to preserve peace with them?

Jacob serves La'ban for 14 years for his two wives and he works for Laban another six years
for a flock of his own. Finally, at Jehovah's direction, he gathers his family along with his
animals and without informing La'ban he leaves for home.

When La'ban learns of this he is furious. He chases and catches up with Jacob.

This is a dangerous situation, one that can easily turn violent. Imagine how it might have
been, Jacob had come to a mountainous region, possibly it's mourning and the air is cool,
there are the sounds and smells of animals, Sheep, Donkeys, Camels. There are many. The
servants attend to them, getting them ready for the day's journey, but then come cries of
alarm.

La'ban has come, and he's not alone. He arrives with strong men. They gallop in on camels,
they dismount. This is not a friendly visit. La'ban's men are ready to obey orders from Laban.

Jacob's servants quickly gather to the scene. All eyes are fixed on La'ban and Jacob who
argue. The previous night, Jehovah had warned La'ban in a dream to be careful about what
he'd say to Jacob, still, La'ban is angry and aggressive. La'ban makes two charges. First he
says why have you resorted to outwitting me and carrying my daughters off like captives
taken by the sword? Why did you run away secretly and outwit me and not tell me?

The answer to that charge is obvious, Jacob replies, it was because | was afraid, for | said to
myself, you might take your daughters away from me by force. La'ban also charges that
Jacob has stolen his household Gods. Rachel has indeed stolen the Gods but, Jacob knows
nothing about this. A search is made but the idols are not found. Jacob then makes his
defence, Let's take up our reading at Genesis chapter 31 and verse 36.

“At that, Jacob became angry and began to criticize La'ban. Jacob then said to Laban,
what is my offence and for what sin are you hotly pursuing me? Now that you have
searched through all my goods, what have you found that belongs to your house? Put
it here in front of my Brothers and your Brothers and let them decide between the two
of us. During these 20 years that | have been with you, your sheep and your goats
never miscarried, and i never ate the rams of your flock. | did not bring you any animal
torn by wild beasts, | would stand the loss of it myself, whether the animal was stolen
by day or was stolen by night, you would demand compensation from me.

By day, the heat consumed me, and the cold by night, and sleep would flee from my
eyes. This makes 20 years for me in your house. | have served you 14 years for your



two daughters, and six years for your flock, and you kept changing my wages ten
times. If the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the one whom Isaac fears had
not been on my side, you would now have sent me away empty-handed. God has seen
my affliction and the toil of my hands and that is why he reproved you last night. Then
La'ban answered Jacob, the daughters, are my daughters, and the children, my
children, and the flock, my flock, and everything you are looking at is mine, and my
daughters. What can | do today against these, or against their children whom they have
borne. Now come, let us make a covenant you, and |, and it, will serve as a witness
between us.

So Jacob took a stone and set it up as a pillar. Then Jacob said to his Brothers, pick up
stones and they took stones and made a pile. After that, they ate there on the pile of
stones and La'ban began calling at Je'gar-a-ha-du'tha but Jacob called a Gal'e-ed.
Laban then said, this pile of stones is a withess between me and you today. That is
why he named it Gal'e-ed, and the watchtower, for he said: “Let Jehovah keep watch
between you and me, when we are out of each other's sight, if you mistreat my
daughters and if you start taking wives in addition to my daughters, though there is no
man with us, remember that God will be a witness between you and me. Laban went on
to say to Jacob. Here is this pile of stones, and here is the pillar that | have erected
between you and me. This pile of stones is a witness, and the pillar is something that
bears witness that | will not pass beyond this pile of stones to bring harm to you, and
you will not pass beyond this pile of stones and this pillar to bring harm to me. Let the
God of Abraham and the God of Ne'hor the God of their father judge between us. And
Jacob swore by the one whom his father Isaac fears. After that, Jacob offered a
sacrifice in the mountain, and invited his Brothers to eat bread, so they ate and spent
the night in the mountain, however, La'ban got up early in the morning and kissed his
grandchildren and his daughters, and blessed them, then La'ban departed and
returned home.”

Jacob had served Laban faithfully for 20 years even though Laban had defrauded and
exploited him. Laban doesn't acknowledge that but rather dishonestly claims that he is the
rightful owner of all that Jacob has with him.

Laban then suggests that they make a covenant of peace, ensuring that neither family will
bring harm to the other. Laban's motive is not that he loves peace. It might have been to
ensure that Jacob will not return with the household Gods after La'ban's death to deprive his
sons of their inheritance. In any case, Jacob agrees, everyone relaxes, there's to be no
violence and a monument is set up to memorialize the agreement.

Despite the many years of oppression, Jacob agrees to a covenant of peace. He does not
harbour resentment or seek revenge. That crisis is over for Jacob, but now, another one
looms.

Jacob sends messengers to his Brother. They say that Jacob is returning and that he seeks
Esau's favour.

The messengers return with the news that Esau is on his way to meet him, and with him are
400 men. Oh my, is Esau still angry? Understandably Jacob is worried. He does not want to



fight with his Brother.
Let us see how he handles the situation. Please turn to Genesis chapter 32 and verse 13.

“And he spent the night there, then, he took some of his possessions as a gift for Esau
his Brother, 200 female goats, 20 male goats, 200 female sheep, 20 rams, 30 camels
nursing their young, 40 cows, 10 bulls, 20 female donkeys, and 10 full-grown male
donkeys. He handed them over to his servants one drove after another. And he said to
his servant’, cross over ahead of me and you are to set a space between one drove and
the next. He also commanded the first one, in case Esau my Brother should meet you
and ask to whom do you belong, and where are you going, and to whom do these
ahead of you belong, then you should say, to your servant Jacob, it is a gift sent to my
lord to Esau, and look, he himself is also behind us. And he commanded also the
second, the third, and all those following the droves according to this word, you are to
speak to Esau when you meet him. And you should also say, here is your servant
Jacob behind us, for he said to himself, if | appease him by sending a gift ahead of me,
then afterword, when | see him, he may give me a kindly reception”.

Jacob wants peaceful relations with his Brother. He sends a generous gift, hundreds of
animals to help make that possible. Was Jacob weak-minded? Too cowardly to stand up to
his Brother? Not at all, why?

As the time neared for the meeting with Esau, Jacob wrestles with an angel until dawn to
receive further assurance of Jehovah's blessing.

Let's now see what happens when the two Brothers meet. Please turn to Genesis chapter 33
and verse 1.

“Now Jacob raised his eyes and saw Esau coming, and 400 men were with him. So, he
divided the children among Leah, Rachel, and the two female servants. He put the
female servants and their children in front, Leah and her children after them, and

Rachel and Joseph behind them. Then he himself went ahead of them and bowed down

to the earth seven times as he came near to his Brother. But Esau ran to meet him, and

he embraced him, and kissed him, and they burst into tears. When he raised his eyes
and saw the women and the children, he said, “Who are these with you? To which he
said, the children with whom God has favoured your servant. At that the female
servants came forward with their children and bowed down, and Leah too came
forward with her children, and they bowed down, then Joseph came forward with
Rachel, and they bowed down. Esau said, what is the purpose of all this camp of
travellers that | have met? He replied, in order to find favour in the eyes of my lord.
Then Esau said, | have a great many possessions my Brother, keep what is yours,
however Jacob said no, please, if i have found favour in your eyes, you must take my
gift from my hand because | brought it so that | could see your face, and | have seen
your face, as though seeing God's face, in that you received me with pleasure. Take
please the gift conveying my blessing that was brought to you for God has favoured
me, and | have everything | need. And he continued to urge him so that he took it”.



What a happy outcome. Instead of an angry confrontation, there is a joyful reunion. The two
men shed tears, they embrace, again Jacob is the peacemaker. How did he prove that?

He prayed and he acted in harmony with his prayers. He sent gifts, he showed honour and

respect to his Brother, calling him lord and bowing seven times. What's the lesson? Doesn't
this account well illustrate the extent to which we should be willing to go to preserve peace

with our Christian Brothers and Sisters.

We learned so much about seeking peace from Jacob. When threatened by his Brother, while
living at home, he moved away. When deceived by La'ban regarding Rachel and Leah. He
yielded when chased down and accused by La'ban. Jacob agreed to a covenant of peace and
when confronting Esau, he offered a gift.

Keep in mind, in none of these situations was Jacob the one who needed to apologize, yet,
throughout his life Jacob loved peace. He relied on Jehovah and Jehovah blessed him.
Jehovah never forgot Jacob, and how he pursued peace in his dealings with others.

When we do the same, when we "Pursue Peace" in the face of injustice, in the face of
persecution, in small issues as well as in big issues, Jehovah will not forget us either.

Jehovah will richly bless us if we love peace, just as Jacob loved peace.
How comforting it is to reflect on Jehovah's love and support for those who make peace.

This bible account is filled with practical examples that each of us can imitate. You'll be
pleased to know that the dramatic bible reading, “Jacob, a man who loved peace”, is now
available for download on the jw.org website, and in the jw library app.
How can we maintain our God-given peace despite living in an unGodly world? Please pay
close attention to Brother David Shaffer, a helper to the teaching committee, as he answers
this question in the talk,

“The result of true righteousness will be peace”.
Earlier, we considered the expression at Philippians 4:7.

“The peace of God that surpasses all understanding"”.

That is the tranquility and calmness, we enjoy because we have a close friendship with
Jehovah. What a remarkable blessing.

But, although we enjoy God-given peace, our life in this system of things is not problem-free
is it. Psalm 34:19 acknowledges as much when it says,

“Many are the hardships of the righteous one but Jehovah rescues him from them all”.

We may experience family opposition, persecution, war, natural disasters, or severe ilinesses,
but none of these hardships can separate us from God's love. Neither death, nor life, nor



angels, nor governments, nor things now here, nor things to come.

None of these things can rob us of the peace Jehovah gives and yet there is something that
can, please turn with me to Isaiah chapter 32 verse 17. And as we read this text, notice that it
refers to peace as a result! Do you think of peace that way, as a result? If peace is a result,
what causes it Isaiah 32:17.

“The result of true righteousness will be peace and the fruitage of true righteousness
will be lasting, tranquility, and security”.

What a beautiful expression, lasting tranquility and security. Again, from what does it result?
True righteousness.

What if righteousness no longer mattered to us? What if a person concluded, it makes no
difference how | live or what sacrifices | make. If I'm going to suffer hardships either way, |
might as well do whatever | please while | can.

What's wrong with that thinking? Would it show appreciation for peace? and all that Jehovah
has done to make it possible?

Peace is a result, and behind every result is a cause. If we want peace, we have to pursue
righteousness. An unrighteous person cannot be at peace with God. Serious transgressions
put a strain on a person's relationship with God.

Recall king David's words found at psalm 38:3? Sensing Jehovah's disapproval, he wrote,
“There is no peace within my bones because of my sin”.

Inevitably, the unrighteous person will reap what he sows and lose his peace. What is
righteousness and how do we pursue it? Righteousness is what we have or what we show
when we do what is right according to Jehovah's standards, and those standards are not just
rules we follow, but principles that guide the way we deal with each other.

As universal sovereign and creator, Jehovah God determines what is righteous. Isn't that
what was represented by the tree of the knowledge of good and bad in the garden of Eden.
As a result of Jehovah's command to abstain from its fruit, that tree represented God's right to
determine for his creatures what is good and what is bad for them, and although Jehovah has
given humans free will, the right to choose. He has not granted humans, not even perfect
ones, the right to set the standard for what is righteous and what is not.

Now notice once again that Isaiah 32:17 says that,
"The result of true righteousness will be peace”.
It uses that term twice. True righteousness, not everything called righteousness is true

righteousness. Many people view righteousness as just a personal virtue achieved by
following the rules. At Matthew 23:28, Jesus said that the Pharisees appeared righteous on



the outside, but inside, they were lawless.

Ecclesiastes 7:16 talks about those who think their standards are more righteous, even than
Gods, and at Romans 10:3, Paul talked about people who seek to establish their own
righteousness.

But false piety over righteousness and self-righteousness are not what Isaiah 32:17 is talking
about.

Today, many argue for the acceptance of conduct that Jehovah forbids. They may even find
support from a world already alienated from God. But wide acceptance in a growing
community does not redefine righteousness. None of that is true righteousness.

Our loving creator sets the standard for what is right, not our feelings, not the community at
large.

Now, while you're here in Isaiah, please turn to chapter 48. In order to be viewed as
righteous, we have to trust that Jehovah should set the standard of right and wrong. In
addition, we must prove by our speech and actions that we agree with Jehovah's standards
and obey him, and that takes real courage in a wicked world. But when we do that, we enjoy
the result.

Notice what it says at Isaiah chapter 48 verses 17 and 18.

“This is what Jehovah says, your repurchaser, the Holy one of Israel. | Jehovah am
your God, the one teaching you to benefit yourself”, or as the footnote says, “teaching
you for your own good”, “the one guiding you in the way you should walk. If only you
would pay attention to my commandments, then your peace would become just like a

river and your righteousness like the waves of the sea”.

Paying attention to Jehovah's commandments results in two things. First, our peace will
become just like a river, serene, abundant, ongoing, second, our righteousness will be like the
waves of the sea.

Remember your last trip to the beach? As you stood there on the shore, or perhaps on a high
hill overlooking the ocean, watching the waves roll in one after the other, just as they have for
thousands of years, could you feel a sense of constancy?

Jehovah says that our course of doing what is right can be just like that. He will guide us in
the path of righteousness, He will bless us with unending peace. In the process, we learn
through experience how Jehovah's wise and loving ways truly benefit us personally. But if we
refuse to do that, we learn what agitation and discord truly mean.

As verse 22 says,

“There is no peace says Jehovah, for the wicked”.

It's not a heavy-handed threat to manipulate human behaviour, as if Jehovah needed to do



that. It's a fact, a truth, a timeless principle. God is love, he teaches us for our own good, and
the result, if we pay attention, is peace.

Isaiah 48:17-18, and these verses assure us that imperfect humans truly can have a
righteous standing with God, let's explore that further. Do you recall the very first time the
word righteous is used in the bible?

Turn with me please to Genesis chapter 6. Now you likely recognize this as the account about
Noah. Noah lived in an extremely wicked world. During his lifetime, rebel angels left their
assignments in heaven, materialized, married human women, and fathered hybrid offspring,
who became violent giants.

Now, how did all of that wickedness and violence affect Jehovah? According to Genesis 6:6,
his heart was saddened, which is a remarkable thing to contemplate, isn't it?

Jehovah's feelings are affected by our decisions because he cares for us. That ancient world
became so wicked that Jehovah decided it must be destroyed. and yet. right in the midst of all
this depravity, Noah showed a different spirit.

Notice what it says in Genesis chapter 6 verses 8 and 9.

“But Noah found favour in the eyes of Jehovah. This is the history of Noah. Noah was a
righteous man”.

There it is, and why was he described as righteous? He proved himself faultless among his
contemporaries, yes, Noah was not like the rebel angels or their offspring or like degraded

human society. Noah walked with the true God and thus, the second time we find the word

righteous is in Genesis chapter 7 and verse 1.

“After that Jehovah said to Noah, go into the ark, you and all your household because
you are the one | have found to be righteous before me among this generation”.

Because of Noah's righteousness, he and his family survived the flood to worship Jehovah on
a cleansed earth, and after the waters subsided and the family emerged from the ark they
witnessed a splendid sight, one never before observed. A serene multicoloured arch in the
sky, a rainbow, a reassuring indication of peace with God. Peace resulting from
righteousness.

And where does the word righteous appear next in the bible? In the account about Abraham,
notably in his famous conversation with Jehovah found in Genesis chapter 18 where Jehovah
promised Abraham that if he found as few as 10 righteous people in the city of Sodom, he
would not destroy that city.

Now, what was it that distinguished Abraham as righteous in that immoral climate? As you
read Genesis chapters 12 through 22, you get the sense that Abraham was a man of great
faith, unwavering faith. He was ready to do whatever Jehovah asked of him.



Now, citing Genesis chapter 15 and verse 6, and other texts, James 2:23 says that

"Abraham put faith in Jehovah, and it was counted to him as righteousness, and he
came to be called Jehovah's friend".

Jehovah's friend, peace with God resulting from righteousness. Now, what about God's
people today? Turn with me please to Isaiah chapter 60. Isaiah chapter 60, Jehovah refers to
Noah and Abraham as righteous, but what would he say about you and me? Well notice what
it says toward the end of this chapter. Isaiah 60 verses 21 and 22.

“And all your people will be righteous, they will possess the land forever, they are the
sprout that | planted, the work of my hands for me to be beautified, the little one will
become a thousand, and the small one, a mighty nation. | myself Jehovah will speed it
up in its own time”.

Yes, prospective members of the great crowd have been declared righteous as friends of God
as Abraham was in Jehovah's eyes, they are, as it says, in Revelation chapter 7 and verse 9,

“Dressed in white robes”.

Today, they're serving alongside God's spirit anointed ones, who are declared righteous for
life. Jehovah, our repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel has bought us back from bondage to sin
and death, through the ransom sacrifice of Jesus Christ, and thus, with faith in the ransom
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, imperfect people are considered righteous in the sight of God.

Now, in calling us righteous, Jehovah God by means of Jesus has done something for us that
we could not do for ourselves in our imperfect condition but, does that mean that we can do
no wrong? No, it does not mean that. In order to maintain our peace, we must cooperate with
Jehovah.

Turn with me please to Romans chapter 1. Now, like Noah and Abraham, we live in a wicked
and violent world where we are exposed to a spirit of disobedience. Satan wants us to
become part of this world by adopting its unrighteous standards. In the world, sexual
immorality is practices without shame, homosexuals flaunt their conduct, but Jehovah tells us
that homosexual acts are unrighteous.

God specifically warned the Israelite's against this and other forms of immorality. Leviticus
chapter 18 and verse 22 says that homosexual acts are detestable.

Does Jehovah still find it so offensive? Well, notice what he inspired for both Jews and Non-
Jews in the Christian Greek scriptures here at Romans chapter 1 verses 26 and 27.

“That is why God gave them over to disgraceful sexual passion, for their females
changed the natural use of themselves into one contrary to nature, likewise also, the
males left the natural use of the female, and became violently inflamed in their lust
toward one another, males with males working what is obscene and receiving in
themselves the full penalty which was due for their error”.



So, Jehovah has not changed according to the creator. Homosexual acts constitute
disgraceful, obscene error. Some would disagree as verse 28 points out such ones do not
consider it worthwhile to acknowledge God, but with what result, as it says, they are in a
disapproved mental state, just the opposite of peace, and merely approving of unrighteous
conduct displeases Jehovah.

Notice how this is indicated in verse 32,

“Although these know full well the righteous decree of God, that those practicing such
things are deserving of death, they not only keep on doing them but also approve of
those practicing them”.

Still we do not hate individuals who practice unrighteousness nor do we judge them, on the
contrary, we share the good news with them, we remember that we were all born with the
same infirmities and have the same sinful tendencies but, we also have the same inherent
spiritual need and thus we recognize that others can have the same peace the same
privileges, and the same prospects we enjoy if they pay attention to Jehovah.

First Timothy 2:3 and 4 says that,

“God's will is that all sorts of people should be saved and come to an accurate
knowledge of truth, and people practicing all manner of unrighteousness have
accepted the truth, that is, what some of you were",

First Corinthians 6:11 says.
“And yet that is what some of you were. But you have been washed clean;r you have

been sanctified; you have been declared righteous in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ and with the spirit of our God”.

So we communicate impartially with all our neighbours, but we hate unrighteous conduct, and
we refuse to compromise bible principles.

Now, sometimes moral issues become the centre of heated political debates. We avoid
getting drawn into such controversies, but, now in practical terms, what might that look like?

In the following video, notice how adults can respond effectively when questioned on highly
controversial issues.

VIDEO STARTS
There you are? Did you both get the email survey | sent, and you're both coming right?

| must have missed it. | was on calls all morning. What's this about?

Well, the whole office is leaving early. We're going downtown to support the march for gay
rights.
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She won't go.
Why?

It's against her religion. Some of her people came by my house, and when | asked, they said
your church won't support gay marriage.

Irene?

It's true, as Jehovah's witnesses, we hold to the bible standard on marriage which is only
between a man and a woman, and we remain politically neutral.

That's such ignorant thinking.

| understand it's a sensitive subject,.

| have a daughter who deserves her rights.

Trust me Amber, as one of Jehovah's withesses, we believe everyone has a right to choose
how they live and | would never force my beliefs on anyone.

But you won't go.

Just as | would never force my beliefs on you, all i ask is the same respect, and no, | won't be
going.

| have to go back to work.

Look, obviously Irene, | don't agree with your perspective but, | do appreciate that you're not
pushing it on anyone else.

Thank you.
VIDEO ENDS

In contrast with the majority of mankind who are divided, true Christians are united. We loyally
support Jehovah's right to rule. We don't set the standards and we're not trying to solve the
world's problems on our own. We fully support God's kingdom.

Now, as we observed in the video, moral and political issues might be brought up in the
workplace, but, more often, our young ones, even very young ones, are confronted with these
same topics. How will they respond? Are your young ones ready? As you watch the next
video, notice how Olivia defends Jehovah's righteous standards.

VIDEO STARTS
Great discussion today everyone. Remember, midterms are this Friday, no excuses, that
includes you Jordan. You were noticeably silent during our discussion today Olivia.

| was? | guess | just didn't have much to say.



Aren't you concerned about gay rights?

Um, well, it seems like a political issue and and | stay neutral when it comes to political stuff.
But it's not a political issue, this is a human rights issue.

Mr Dallas, she's like crazy religious.

Hey, there's nothing wrong with that.

No, you don't understand, Jehovah's witnesses hate everybody that isn't straight.

That's not true, we don't hate anyone.

I've spoken with your people before, they seem big on equality.

We are, the bible says God isn't partial, so we believe that everyone should be treated fairly.
Good, so | assume you have gay members in your church?

No we don't.

But | thought you just said everyone should be treated equal, I'm confused.

Yeah, called it.

Jordan, don't you have a class to get to?

As | was saying, how is that not a little hypocritical, saying that you love everyone, and then
excluding certain people.

Honestly Mr. Dallas, | wondered the same thing.

Okay, and well, | researched it in the bible, and | realized that God accepts all people but, He
doesn't accept all conduct.

What does that mean?

It means that you can't be abusing drugs, you can't be stealing, or being violent, and still be a
witness. There's just certain actions that God just doesn't accept.

Including how someone expresses their sexuality?
In some cases yes. We follow God's standards not having sex without being married.

Well if that's how you feel, that that's your right, personally it seems a tad archaic to me but to
each their own.



Hey, hey, does the bible really say all that?
Yeah it does.

Okay, maybe you could show me sometime.
Yeah, for sure,

Awesome.
VIDEO ENDS

So, we can expect future instalments in this saga but, did you notice how Olivia was able to
defend Jehovah's righteous standards. She kept her peaceful spirit didn't she?

She acknowledged that she had the same question as the teacher but, she had done further
research on the subject. And did you appreciate how she subtly showed that Jehovah's
standards benefit both the individual and the community? As example, she highlighted the
avoidance of drug abuse and theft. Values she knew her teacher would appreciate.

Parents, are your young ones able to explain why we do or don't do certain things? Do you
know how your children really feel about Jehovah's standards? Are they obedient simply to
avoid making you mad? If so, will that truly be enough?

Encourage your young ones to prove to themselves why Jehovah's standards are wise. Help
them to see how they can explain their choice to live by Jehovah's standards. Teach them
how to resist pressure to follow the world.

We are so thankful that even during these critical times, hard to deal with, we can enjoy the
inner peace that Jehovah gives to the righteous. But let's remind ourselves of what Jehovah
promises to bring about once Satan's unrighteous system is removed.

Turn with me please to psalm 37. Here in these familiar verses we find a beautiful description
of what is to come, and notice once again how the bible makes the correlation between peace
and righteousness. Psalm 37:29. Do you have it? What does it say? Who will possess the
earth? The righteous. And for how long will they live on it, forever. And then according to
verse 11, what will they find there? Peace, the result of true righteousness will be peace. And
how much peace will they find? A little peace? Just personal or family peace? Remember, the
righteous already had peace with God even when wicked people still existed but, what will
Jehovah provide to all those who continue loving him? The abundance of peace.

And how will you feel about that? Delighted or exquisitely delighted. So stick with it dear
friends. During this convention, be on the lookout for the connection between peace and
righteousness. Continue on the course of righteousness, help others to find the way of peace,
in that way, we can enjoy peace with Jehovah now.

Throughout the remainder of these last days and on into the future when Jesus rules as king
over a cleansed earth, in which the righteous will flourish and peace will abound.



Thank you Brother Shaffer for helping us to understand why upholding Jehovah's
righteousness is essential for enjoying true peace. We have been well instructed during this
first session of our convention.
We look forward to our next session in which we will consider in greater detail, promises of
peace found in God's word. We will also see how bible principles can help families to enjoy
greater peace now, and how we can avoid pursuing imitation peace.
Now, let's conclude this session by singing song number 97 entitled

“Life depends on God's word”.
After singing the song, you may have your local concluding prayer. Again, that's song number

97.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON PART 1

Welcome back Brothers and Sisters for the second session of the 2022 "Pursue Peace"
convention of Jehovah's withesses. This session corresponds to the Friday afternoon section
on your program and it will continue to develop the scriptural theme from Psalm 29:11.

Jehovah will bless his people with peace. Let's begin with a music video presentation. As
Jehovah's people, we love to tell others about our God and our hope. The following video
features Brothers and Sisters sharing the good news of peace around the globe.

We'll also see the work done at various Bethel facilities in support of this worldwide preaching
work.

Enjoy
Jehovah's promises of peace bring us great delight. When we think about what life will be like
in God's new world, it fills our hearts with appreciation and love for Jehovah. Let's express
those feelings as we sing song number 144 entitled,

“Keep your eyes on the prize”.
That's song number 144.
The bible book of Isaiah contains many promises for the future. Do you take time to
contemplate what that future will be like? The following five-part symposium will help us to
picture that wonderful time.
Yet ahead, we will also learn how Jehovabh is fulfilling his promise to care for his

servants even now. Brother Samuel Hurd, a member of the governing body, will present the
first talk entitled,



“Take Delight in God's Promises of Peace, My Servants will Eat, My Servants will
Drink™.

In his word, Jehovah has promised to bring peace to his loyal servants. As we have learned,
that peace is more than the absence of conflict. It involves our overall well-being, including
our health and security.

God's heart-warming promises fill us with appreciation and hope. In the bible book of the
145th Psalm, it tells us in verses 15 and 16,

“All eyes look hopefully to you, You give them their food in a season. You open your
hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing”.

In this symposium, we will consider the past, present, and future fulfillment of several bible
prophecies of peace that are found in the book of Isaiah. Jehovah promises to provide an
abundance of both literal food and spiritual food. When the Israelite's loyally served Jehovah,
they experienced the blessings foretold at Isaiah 49:10.

Today, Jehovah's servants are experiencing the fulfillment of Isaiah 65 verses 13 and 14.
There you'll find it to say,

“Therefore, this is what the Sovereign lord Jehovah says. Look, my servants will eat,
but you will go hungry, look, my servants will drink, but you will go thirsty, look, my
servants will rejoice, but you will suffer shame, look, my servants will shout joyfully
because of the good condition of the heart, but you will cry out because of the pain of
heart. And you will wail, because of a broken spirit”.

Although we may at times experience literal hunger, we enjoy an abundance of satisfying
spiritual food. In the future, Jehovah will completely eliminate literal hunger.

As you watch the following video, think about the blessings we enjoy now and the ones we
will enjoy in the future.

Through Isaiah, Jehovah promised to feed his servants, physically and spiritually. Today,
Jehovah invites us to a banquet, that is spiritually nourishing. Bible-based videos and
publications that, draw us close to God, and satisfy our hunger for truth.

In the new world, abundant healthy food will be more than a promise, it will be a reality. There
will be an abundance of grain on the earth, on the top of the mountains it will overflow.

What a blessing it is to be among Jehovah's people. Spiritual provisions flow to us like an
ever broadening and ever deepening river. There's not a grain of salt missing, not a slice of
bread or a pat of butter.

There is way too much to eat at one meal, we have to come to Jehovah's table several times
a week to keep our spiritual fibre intact and energy strong for the work we engage in, the
kingdom preaching.



We have an abundance of nourishing food, bible-based publications, recordings and videos,
meetings and conventions. Website material. Jehovah has not deviated from his promise.

Note this one Psalm 72:16,

“There will be an abundance of grain on the earth, on the top of the mountains it will
overflow. His fruit will flourish as in Lebanon, and then the city's people will blossom
like the vegetation of the earth”.

And then again, Isaiah 30 verse 23

“And he will give the rain for the seed you sow in the ground, and the bread that the
ground produces will be abundant, and rich. In that day your livestock will graze in
spacious pastures”.

Jehovah has placed everything we need on the table. We must wilfully come to the table and
sit down and eat. He doesn't make us come, like some mothers may have to demand a
reluctant child to come to the house from playing and eat a meal. Be sure to thank Jehovah
for the spiritual food he provides.

Psalm 100 verses 2 and 3 remind us,

“Serve Jehovah with rejoicing, come into his presence with joyful shouting. Know that
Jehovah is God".

He is the one who made us, and we belong to him. We are his people and the sheep of his
pasture”. Show your appreciation, how? By studying diligently, and applying what you learn. If
you lack sufficient material things now, take delight in meditating on future kingdom blessings.
Jehovah will surely fulfill his promises just as he has always done. Isaiah $5:10 and 11 remind
us,

“For just as the rain and the snow pour down from heaven and do not return there until
they saturate the earth, making it produce and sprout, giving seed to the sower and
bread to the eater, so my word that goes out of my mouth will be, it will not return to
me without resolve, but it will certainly accomplish whatever is my delight and it will

have sure success in what | send it to do".

Brother Ronald Kurzen, a helper to the teaching committee will now present the next talk of
this symposium,

“Take Delight in God's Promises of Peace. They will Build Houses and Plant
Vineyards”.

If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is. This familiar saying might be true with human
promises but is certainly not true with promises from Jehovah. They always come true. Just
before his death at the age of 110, Joshua reminded the Israelite's why Jehovah's promises



can always be trusted. He said,

“Not one word out of all the good promises that Jehovah your God has spoken to you
has failed, they have all come true for you”.

Among all of Jehovah's good promises, are the heartwarming restoration promises given to
the Jews returning from exile in Babylon. Since the land of Judah had lain desolate for 70
years, the Jews wouldn't have expected brand new homes waiting for them to occupy or
fields ready for them to harvest. There would be much work for them to do once they arrived.
There were many unknowns about their future which could have caused some to worry or be
anxious. Some family heads might have wondered, where will we live? How will | feed my
family and keep them safe? Jehovah calmed their hearts with the reassuring promises
recorded at Isaiah 65:21-22. Let's read these together, that's Isaiah 65 verses 21 and 22. And
there it reads,

“They will build houses and live in them, and they will plant vineyards and eat their
fruitage, they will not build for someone else to inhabit, nor will they plant for others to
eat, for the days of my people will be like the days of a tree, and the work of their
hands, My chosen ones will enjoy to the full”.

These promises must have strengthened the Jews. Now, Jehovah didn't say that they might
build and live in their own homes, and they might enjoy the fruitage from their own vineyards,
no, He told his precious chosen ones that they will enjoy these promises to the full. Even
though they hadn't been told every detail and there were many unknowns regarding their
future, they knew their God Jehovah. They knew that his promises were for their good and
that they would all come true. And those promises did come true.

Knowing that God fulfilled all of His promises in the past, strengthens our trust and confidence
that all of His promises for the future, like the ones that we read in Isaiah 65 will all come true
for our everlasting good.

What a joy it will be to build, and then live in our own home never having to worry that we will
lose it because of a natural disaster or economic collapse. Sadly though, many of our
Brothers and Sisters today do suffer the harsh realities of living in this old system of things.

For example, a Sister in Poland named Gabriela experienced great loss when her home was
nearly destroyed by a flood. How did she maintain her joy? Notice what she said.

“l don't want to talk about what | lost, those are just material things, rather, | want to tell you
how much | gained. This experience reassured me that being a part of the Christian
congregation is a unique privilege as well as a source of joy and happiness”.

So, although she went through some very difficult times, what did she gain? Joy and
happiness. What about a single Sister from Puerto Rico named Anneal. She endured a very
difficult test back in 2017 when hurricane Maria destroyed her home. As a result of that storm
she lost her job. Notice what she recalled.



“During those difficult days, | felt anxious, but, | learned to trust in Jehovah through prayer
and not let anxiety paralyze me”. She also said, “Following the direction of the organization,
helped me to remain calm. | saw Jehovah's hand in the spiritual encouragement | received as
well as the material assistance provided by the Brotherhood. Jehovah gave me much more
than | could even ask for and my faith was greatly strengthened”.

So, she received assistance from Jehovah, from his organization, and she was greatly
strengthened. What about you? Are you suffering some sort of storm in your life? Perhaps
from a natural disaster or maybe a figurative one caused by a health issue, a family problem,
or some injustice? During such times, it's normal to experience feelings of anxiety, worry
about our future, the safety of our family, but don't allow such feelings to paralyze you.

Like Gabrielle and Anneal, keep doing what you can and continue trusting in Jehovah. Also,
continue to trust in our loving Brotherhood. Our Brothers and Sisters are true friends who are
ready to show love in our time of distress. They will quickly come to our aid by providing
practical assistance and relief provisions. They will help us rebuild our home, rebuild our life.
They will build us up, stabilize us with words of encouragement.

When we put our complete trust in Jehovah and his promises, we receive the best protection
possible. Note what the Psalmist wrote at Psalm 91 verses 1 and 2. Psalm 91:1-2 says,

“Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High will lodge under the shadow of
the Almighty. | will say to Jehovah, you are my refuge and my stronghold, my God in
whom | trust”.

What a beautiful reminder of protection from Jehovah, but, what is the secret place of the
Most High. Well, it's a figurative place of spiritual security and protection. Those who dwell or
lodge with God as his personal guests and remain there are safe from anything or anyone
that threatens their faith and their love for God.

We can be sure that Jehovah will never abandon those who trust in him, not now, not ever.

As you watch the following video, envision the secure future that lies ahead when we will
enjoy complete security.

Do you long for a home of your own? Jehovah promised the returning exiles that they would
build and enjoy comfortable dwellings. Jehovah likewise cares for us, whether we lose our
home, or we are taken from it. Above all, true worship provides spiritual security that is found
nowhere else.

The spiritual home we have now, reminds us that Jehovah will give us a physical place to call
home in the new world. “They will build houses and live in them”.

What a beautiful video. It helps us imagine what we will experience in the near future when all
of God's promises become a reality on a paradise earth. When we truly are safe, cared for in
every way, physically, spiritually, and emotionally.



Would you like to read another comforting promise from Jehovah? It's found in Isaiah chapter
65 and verse 23, and there it says,

“They will not toil for nothing, nor will they bear children for distress, because they are
the offspring made up of those blessed by Jehovah, and their descendants with them”.

This must have brought great comfort to the Jews, and how comforting it is for us today. In the
new world, all families will experience Jehovah's blessing and enjoy the results of their hard
work. In the meantime, if you have lost your home or possessions, or if you experience loss in
the future, keep focusing on Jehovah's good promises. Strong faith can help you to weather
any storm, literal or figurative. Trust that Jehovah will hear and respond to your needs, even
anticipating them,

He promises to open his hand and satisfy the proper desire of every living thing. That promise
includes you and your family. Continue to take delight in all of God's promises knowing that
not one word out of all the good promises that Jehovah your God has spoken to you has
failed, they will all come true for you.

Brother Leonard Myers, a helper to the writing committee, will now present the next talk of this
symposium,

“Take Delight in God's Promises of Peace, The Wolf and the Lamb will Feed Together”.

As we continue our consideration of the promises of peace in Isaiah's prophecies, I'd like you
to imagine an Israelite living in Babylon. Now, he's just learned that Jews can return to
Jerusalem and help to rebuild the temple. So he must decide if he and his family will leave
Babylon to make the long trip to his homeland.

What might he consider? Well, after 70 years, the land must have changed. Fields would be
overgrown with weeds, wolves, leopards, lions and bears must freely walk in the fields.
Snakes make their home there, so he might ask himself, will my domestic animals be killed by
predators? Will my small children be bitten by snakes? And what about the danger of fierce
men attacking us on the journey home?

Well, any such fears could be dispelled by considering the prophecy at Isaiah chapter 11
verses 6 through 9. Let's read that together, Isaiah chapter 11, and notice this promise of
peace starting in verse 6.

“The wolf will reside for a while with the lamb, and with the young goat the leopard will
lie down, and the calf and the lion and the fattened animal will all be together, and a
little boy will lead them, the cow and the bear will feed together, and their young will lie
down together. The lion will eat straw like the bull. The nursing child will play over the
layer of a cobra, and a ween child would put his hand over the den of a poisonous
snake. They will not cause any harm or any ruin in all my holy mountain because the
earth will certainly be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover the
sea”.



What a beautiful promise of peace. Jews wouldn't need to fear wild animals or fierce men on
their journey home or in their restored land. With these poetic words, Jehovah assured the
exiles that they and their livestock would be safe. He would bless them with peace. And did
you notice according to verse 7, the lion would symbolically eat straw, illustrating that lions
wouldn't kill the Jews cattle.

Faithful ones would have nothing to fear from animal or human predators. Do we see this
prophecy being fulfilled in our day? Not with the literal animals but we do see a spiritual
fulfillment. Notice again the end of verse 9. It says,

“The earth will certainly be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah”.

Now, does the knowledge of Jehovah change the behaviour of animals? No, but the
knowledge of God does change people. In our day, the knowledge of Jehovah helps people
who are violent to transform their personality and become peaceable.

In harmony with Colossians chapter 3 verse 10, these ones have clothed themselves with a
new personality. They've stripped off animalistic, violent tendencies, and transformed their
lives in harmony with what the bible teaches. They get along peaceably with others. Perhaps
you know someone who made such changes, or perhaps you made these changes leaving
behind a violent way of life. Let me share with you such an experience.

A man named Jose was trained in the martial arts and in the use of weapons. He'd broken the
law so many times that he was brought to trial on 22 counts and sentenced to 20 years in
prison. He was so violent that even fellow inmates were afraid of him and he was kept in a
high security cell.

For seven years his fleshly Sister, who was one of Jehovah's witnesses, visited him. But he
always rejected the bible's message. In time though he accepted one of our publications and
a bible study was started. Right away he made tremendous changes in his conduct. One
week later he gave a personal witness to 200 prisoners, and the following week to 600 more.
He even received permission to visit the inmates in other prison blocks.

Well, due to the remarkable change in his behaviour his sentence was reduced to 15 years,
however, after serving just 10 years, he was released from prison. Jose was eventually
baptized as one of Jehovah's withesses.

Truly a case of the wolf residing with the lamb. And what about the future fulfillment of Isaiah
chapter 11 verses 6 through 97 In the earthly paradise that God has promised, there will be

delightful peace among humans, and between humans and animals. Don't you long for that

time?

As you watch the following video, notice the peace we enjoy with fellow believers now, and
just imagine the peace that we'll enjoy in paradise.

How would you feel during a long journey where you might meet wild animals and criminals
along the road? Jehovah assured the returning exiles that they would return in safety, and



dwell in peace. In the spiritual paradise we enjoy right now, people who were once violent
have learned to be humble, loving and peaceable.

Imagine the peace that will reign in God's new world. Where we can wander this beautiful
globe, explore every corner, and admire the handiwork of the true God, with no fear.

“They will do no harm, nor cause any ruin in all my holy mountain says Jehovah”,
Isaiah 65:25.

As the video showed, people who were once violent, have learned to be humble, loving, and
peaceable. And how did you feel when you saw scenes in the video of humans so close to
wild animals? Jehovah's promise of peace among humans and peace between humans and
animals is thrilling. Please notice what Isaiah further wrote about this piece at Isaiah chapter
65. Please turn there with me, Isaiah 65. Now, these are words similar to those we read
earlier at Isaiah chapter 11. Isaiah 65 verse 25.

“The wolf and the lamb will feed together. The lion will eat straw, just like the bull, and
the serpent's food will be dust. They will do no harm, nor cause any ruin, in all my holy
mountain, says Jehovah”.

Skilled artists in the art department at world headquarters beautifully illustrate such scenes
and the images can be found in our publications, but, what Isaiah describes is no artist
rendition. This will be real. Think, how you'll feel when you're not afraid of wild animals, and
the animals aren't afraid of you.

As we look forward to that future promise of peace, what can we do now to "Pursue Peace"?
One thing is to contribute to the peace of our spiritual paradise, the secure spiritually
prosperous environment in which we worship Jehovah. Jesus stated at Matthew chapter 5
verse 9,

“Happy are the peacemakers”.

A peacemaker is skilled at restoring peace among Brothers when peace is disturbed, but
more importantly, a peacemaker strives to avoid disturbing peace in the first place. Does
peacemaker describe you? Are you contributing to our spiritual paradise in that way?

Something else we can do as we await the future fulfillment of the wolf and the lamb feeding
together is to meditate on what it will be like to help resurrected ones who were violent to
become peaceable. Imagine studying with a resurrected one who had a violent background?
Perhaps experiencing a violent death because of a fierce personality?

How will you reason with the person from God's word to help him see the need to be a
peacemaker? What examples of such transformations will you share? And how will you
explain the prophecies of peace at Isaiah chapter 11 verses 6 through 9, and chapter 65
verse 257

We encourage all of you to think deeply about how this promise of peace was fulfilled for the



ancient Jews, how the promise is being fulfilled today, and what life on earth will be like when
it's fulfilled in the future.

May all of us take delight in the peaceful promise of the wolf and the lamb feeding together.

Brother James Mance, a helper to the writing committee, will now present the next talk of this
symposium,

“Take Delight in God's Promises of Peace, No Resident will say, | Am Sick”.

Jehovah is the great healer. Only he can make the promise “No resident will say | am sick”
Why can we be confident that Jehovah is going to keep his promise to bring an end to all
sickness. We find assurance in the words of Isaiah chapter 35, verses 5 and 6. Please open
your bibles to that scripture. Here we read a promise of healing that Jehovah made to the
nation of Israel. This promise gives us hope, because it was actually fulfilled on a small scale
more than 2 500 years ago.

Isaiah chapter 35 verses 5 and 6 reads,

“At that time, the eyes of the blind will be opened, and the ears of the death will be
unstopped, at that time the lame will leap like the deer, and the tongue of the
speechless will shout for joy. For waters will burst forth in the wilderness, and streams
in the desert plain”.

Isaiah recorded this promise 125 years before the Babylonian army destroyed Jerusalem. It
was fulfilled after Jehovah freed the Israelite's from Babylonian captivity in 537 B.C.E. and
restored them to their homeland in Israel, but you may ask, were the blind, deaf, lame, and
speechless really healed at that time?

To answer, we need to apply a basic principle. Jehovah restores what was lost.

During the 70 years of exile, Jehovah did not punish the Israelite's by striking them with
physical blindness, deafness, lameness, and loss of speech, therefore, their restoration would
not require the healing of their physical disabilities, however, these afflictions are a good
description of the self-inflicted spiritual sickness that had caused the nation to fall into
apostasy and lose Jehovah's favour.

Jehovah saw their repentant attitude and their desire to restore true worship in Jerusalem.
He healed their spiritual sickness by forgiving their sins and restoring them to his favour, in
other words, they came to their spiritual senses. They regained their spiritual vision and their
ability to hear, obey, and speak Jehovah's word. No longer spiritually lame, they were
energized to carry on Jehovah's pure worship.

Similarly today, we are eyewitnesses, yes, we are the beneficiaries of a worldwide spiritual
healing program. Jehovah heals us spiritually by freeing us from false religious teachings and
unclean practices. He has brought us into a spiritual paradise where our spiritual strength is
renewed day by day. In a spiritual sense, the blind are learning to see, and the deaf are



learning to hear. But, is spiritual healing the only part of the fulfillment of Jehovah's promise?
No. Please open your bibles to Isaiah chapter 33 and verse 24. As we read this verse, pay

attention to the latter part because it contains the key to understanding why physical healing
is included in God's promise, no resident will say | am sick. Isaiah chapter 33 verse 24 says,

“And no resident will say | am sick. The people dwelling in the land will be pardoned
for their error”.

Did you notice that the end of sickness is related to our being pardoned for our errors or sins?
Clearly that ties the fulfillment to a spiritual healing, however, our imperfect sinful condition is
also the reason that we get physically sick, therefore, in the new world, on the basis of the
healing power of Jesus ransom sacrifice, we will experience a healing of our physical
sicknesses. Jehovah's promise that no resident will say | am sick will come true in the
complete sense.

As you watch the following video, think about the spiritual blessings we enjoy now, and
imagine what our lives will be like in the future when all our physical ailments will be healed.

Clear instruction from Jehovah draws us close to him, and maintains spiritual health. While
false teachings hold many in the grip of spiritual darkness, Jehovah offers true freedom. The
spiritual health we enjoy now reminds us that perfect physical and mental health await us in
paradise.

Imagine waking every day feeling clean, healthy, happy, and full of the joy of life. Jehovah
promises, no resident will say | am sick.

How refreshing and heartwarming to think of the global healing that lies ahead. We are
confident that this is going to happen, why? Because we have already experienced how
Jehovah has healed us spiritually. Keep in mind the powerful statement from the video. The
spiritual health we enjoy now reminds us that perfect physical and mental health await us in
paradise

We also learned from the video that clear instruction from Jehovah draws us close to him and
helps us to maintain our spiritual health today. What a blessing it is to be taught by Jehovah.
We can show our appreciation for this spiritual healing by thanking Jehovah in prayer. Psalm
40 verse 5 mentions another way we can thank the great healer for all he has done and will
do for us. Let's read it, Psalm 40 and verse 5 says,

“How many things you have done O’ Jehovah my God. Your wonderful works and your
thoughts toward us. None can compare to you. If | were to try to tell, and speak of
them, they would be too numerous to recount”.

Our gratitude to Jehovah will move us to tell others about Jehovah's wonderful works. To
speak of the many things he has done, and, we will never run out of good things to say about
our God.

Those who respond favourably will come to know Jehovah as their great healer and enjoy his



friendship forever. Granted, today, many of us are dealing with serious health challenges but,
we do what we can to share with others this good news about healing and we take delight in
Jehovah's promises which cannot fail.

When Jesus was on earth, no sickness was beyond his ability to heal. Whether it was
physical, mental, or emotional, in the new world, such healing will take place on a much
grander scale and the cures will be permanent.

Many of the great crowd will go through the great tribulation with serious debilitating illnesses.
Our publications have said that it seems reasonable to expect that shortly after the
destruction of Satan's system of things, miracles like those that Jesus performed while on
earth will no doubt take place on a global scale. That will allow all survivors of the great
tribulation to have a satisfying share in transforming this earth into a beautiful paradise, and
by the end of Jesus thousand-year reign, they will reach the very fullness of perfect human
life.

As we enjoy the rich blessings of our spiritual paradise now, let's keep in mind that these
spiritual blessings are evidence that all the promises of the great healer will come true. We
will forever take delight in the complete fulfillment of Jehovah's promise that no resident will
say | am sick.

Brother Garrett Lush, a member of the governing body, will now present the final talk of this
symposium,

“Take Delight in God's Promises of Peace,He will Swallow Up Death Forever”.

How wonderful and impressive to realize that Jehovah promises to raise people from the
dead and to end death permanently. | invite you to read with me that comforting promise
found at Isaiah chapter 25. Regarding our God Jehovah, Isaiah 25, 7 and 8 says,

“He will do away with the shroud that is enveloping all the peoples and the covering
that is woven over all the nations. He will swallow up death forever, and the sovereign
lord Jehovah will wipe away the tears from all faces”.

The Watchtower of September 15, 2014 page 25 said, “Fittingly, the bible refers to inherited
sin and death as “the shroud that is enveloping all the peoples, and the covering that is
woven over all the nations”.

“This suffocating covering or shroud, this intricate whip work of condemnation entraps all
people’,

But how do we know that Jehovah can resurrect the dead? Because he already brought his
people back to life figuratively in the past.

In 537, before our common era, Jehovah in effect raised the nation of Israel from the dead
restoring the people who were held captive in Babylon for 70 years to their homeland and re-
establishing pure worship. In 1919, Jehovah freed his modern-day people from Babylon the



Great, the world empire of false religion, revitalizing them for renewed activity. Isaiah 26:19
prophesied this,

“Your dead will live, my corpses will rise up. Awake, and shout joyfully, your residence
in the dust, for your dew is as the dew of the morning, and the earth will let those
powerless in death come to life”.

When were God's people held captive by Babylon the Great? That spiritual captivity lasted
from the second century of our common era to 1919 when anointed Christians were gathered
into the restored congregation. God's people were tested and refined during the years
following the establishment of God's kingdom in the heavens in 1914.

Then in 1919, Jesus appointed the faithful and discreet slave over God's cleansed people to
give them spiritual food at the proper time. This was the year that God's people started to
return to their God-given spiritual estate. It was also the time when they were released from
symbolic captivity to Babylon the Great.

How happy we can be though that after God's people experienced centuries of spiritual
oppression, we are living in the time when those having insight, will shine brightly, and many
will cleanse themselves, as they will be refined. We as God's people not only experience the
spiritual restoration and the spiritual paradise, but will see the fulfillment of Isaiah 25:8 when
God swallows up death forever. Yes, Jehovah will end death forever. What a thrilling promise
of peace.

Who of us has not lost a loved one to some disease, perhaps even from Covid-19 or an
accident, or a disaster. God here promises that death will be no more, which suggests that the
children who might be born then will not have to face the prospect of growing up and then
getting old, ending in death.

In addition to Isaiah's prophecy, Revelation 21:4 clearly states a similar thought. There we
read that

“Death will be no more”.

As you watch the following video, think about what Jehovah has already done to show his
love for us and what He will do for us in the future.

Jehovah fulfilled his word to the exiles. He restored that ruined nation as if bringing it back to
life. In 1919, Jehovah did something similar, he released his modern day people from spiritual
captivity, and energized them to preach. Just as Jehovah raised his people from figurative
death, so will he reverse the effects of literal death. Indeed, God will swallow up death forever.
Imagine living longer than any tree,

“Because death will be no more”.

How we delight in the many things Jehovah gives us. Today, we are privileged to be among
the only group of people who worship Jehovah in the elevated way that He approves as



prophesied in Isaiah chapter 2 verse 2. And think about the overwhelming joy we will feel
when Jehovah resurrects our loved ones. Thank Jehovah for our precious resurrection hope.
First Thessalonians chapter 4 verse 13 says,

“Moreover Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who are sleeping
in death, so that you may not sorrow as the rest do who have no hope”.

Meditate on it to strengthen your faith and courage. Why is it important for us to do so?
Because the threat of death is a powerful weapon. Those under Satan's control use it to force
people to betray their friends, or to give up their convictions, but, that threat is powerless
against us. We know that if our enemies kill us, Jehovah will restore us to life. We are
convinced that nothing they can do can sever our attachment to Jehovah.

What remarkable wisdom Jehovah has shown by giving us the resurrection hope. By means
of it, He disarms Satan of one of his most effective weapons, and, at the same time arms us
with unbreakable courage.

Remember that death is temporary and that the life Jehovah offers each of us will last forever.
In this symposium, we have learned how Jehovah fulfilled his promises in the past, how he is
fulfilling them today, and how he will fulfill them in the future. As we have seen, God's
promises of peace include, One, nutritious spiritual and physical food for all. Two, Adequate
housing and satisfying work. Three, Freedom from the risk of violence. Four, Perfect physical
health, and Five, the elimination of death.

With Jehovah as our God and best friend, we will delight in the abundance of peace forever.
Thank you Brothers. Few things bring more joy to our heart than meditating on what Jehovah
is doing for us now, and what he will do in the near future. We have so many rich blessings to
look forward to. How fitting it is that we keep our focus on pleasing our loving heavenly father.
Thus, we invite you to sing song number 35 entitled,

“Make sure of the more important things”,

Song number 35.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON PART TWO

We are overjoyed that you are among the millions around the world who are viewing this
convention. An infirm bible student named Joyce, who lives in southeast Asia, expressed her
appreciation for these arrangements by saying, “With the convention being streamed online, |
don't have to miss a single talk. | can watch the program with the rest of the Brotherhood
worldwide. | am so thankful to Jehovah for this arrangement.

Perhaps you can relate to her expressions.



Thank you for the generous donations you have made online at donate.jw.org and by other
means which help make these streaming services possible.

During these critical last days, many families lack the affection that Jehovah designed us to
give and receive, however, God's word contains principles that when followed, lead to peace.
We're sure you will enjoy the fine talks and dramatizations in this next symposium.

Brother Joel Dellinger, a helper to the service committee will deliver the first talk,
“Follow the road map to family peace, show love and respect”.

Family peace is precious. It's even as the bible proverb says, “Better is a piece of dry bread
where there is peace than a house full of feasting along with quarrelling”.

But what exactly is family peace? Someone might say, as long as we're not arguing, our
family's at peace. But is that real peace? We might think of two countries that were fighting,
but have now agreed to a ceasefire. Does the cease-fire mean that they've become real
friends who love one another? No, we know that genuine peace takes more work. That's true
in the family as well. Our heavenly father knows that the most satisfying family piece involves
more than an absence of arguing. It involves a family's well-being and unity. Is such peace in
a family today really possible?

Although none of us have a perfect family, the answer is yes. While it requires work, perhaps
breaking bad habits that disrupt peace, and adopting new ones that promote it, those efforts
are worth it.

In this symposium, we'll see how bible principles can guide families to peace, just as a road
map guides travellers to a beautiful destination. In each of the talks, we invite you husbands,
fathers, wives, mothers, children, teenagers, to be the traveller who studies the map and then
goes in the right direction.

The focus of our first talk is showing love and respect. Why would you say these two qualities
are so important to family peace? Well, it's simple. Because family members who love and
respect one another feel secure and appreciated. As a result, our relationships are warm,
close, and peaceful. Of course, showing love and respect can be a challenge these days. In
the following dramatization notice

why.

VIDEO STARTS
Irene,

You look so handsome. Those came out so nice.
Sorry Olivia, are you okay?

Yeah, it's okay Sue.



I'm so sorry.
No worries.

Um, I'm all moved in. That was the last box. Dad, is that a wedding photo. Let me see. Look at
here, oh yeah.

Olivia, | know this is all new, baby, be patient.

Canl cutin?

Yeah sure. Thanks.

What's wrong?

Where's the desk?

We had to get rid of it. This one's better for everyone.
You mean, it's better for him,

For Max. What are you saying?

What do you care?

Don't talk to me like that! Get back here.

Hey Olivia, what do you think about the desk? Come here sweetie, come here. So you, never

forget that | love you. | hope you like it.
VIDEO ENDS

Today, every family faces challenges of some sort, so let's consult our roadmap together in
the bible at Romans chapter 12 and verse 10. Would you read it with me please, that's
Romans chapter 12 and verse 10.

“In Brotherly love, have tender affection for one another, in showing honour to one
another, take the lead”.

Now, what's the point? Regardless of the role we play in the family, each of us needs to treat
our family members with love and respect. We need to take the lead or initiative to do so. To
help us, let's consider four good habits that all of us should work to develop more fully.

Habit number one. Regularly express tender affection. When conveyed with sincerity,
expressions of affection are like sunshine and water to plants. They help everyone in the
family grow and thrive. In the video we just watched, did you note how Olivia cherished her
father's gift? That green desk, and his tender words he told her, so, you never forget that |
love you.



We also saw warm affection as the newly blended family of Max and Irene looked at wedding
photos.

That was encouraging. Well, here's a question, how are we doing in expressing tender
affection in our family? If that's not one of our strengths, we might relate to a husband who
mustered up the courage to say, | love you to his wife. It brought her to tears, tears of joy, and
she said this, | love you too, but this is the first time in 25 years you've said it like that.

Well, what's the point? We don't want to wait that long of course, but, even an awkward
attempt at expressing affection in our family is an act of love, and it can do so much good.
That's a habit we all want to cultivate.

Let's consider a second habit. Be kind in your actions, tone of voice, and choice of words. In
the video, we recall Irene's reassurance to her daughter Olivia. She said, | know this is all
new baby, be patient. Mom was kind in what she said, and how she said it. A little later
though, Olivia was upset. While we know she was hurt, her speech and actions were not so
kind were they.

During the pandemic, all of us have been under tremendous stress and likely, we didn't
always treat others in our family as kindly as we would have liked. Well, that's in the past. But
what can we all do now? We can pray to Jehovah to help us take the lead in showing
kindness.

For example, every day, greeting one another kindly, every day, saying please and thank you,
sharing little gifts, making time to talk, really listening. All of these are acts of kindness. That's
a good habit we all want to cultivate.

What's habit number three? Be quick to apologize and forgive freely. In the video, Olivia's new
stepsister Sue apologized after she bumped into Olivia with a box by mistake. That apology
promoted peace.

When you and | realize we've hurt someone, even unintentionally, what should we do? We
should make amends quickly.

A mother named Marina said this,

“We try to set a good example for our children in forgiving others and not getting offended.
When | am wrong, | apologize to my children. | want them to learn to do the same in their
dealings with others”.

That's a good habit wouldn't you agree? Well, let's consider one more, a fourth habit.

Help your family members feel respected.

An article in the Awake magazine once made this insightful comment. Respect is in the eye of

the beholder. What does that mean? Even if we think we're showing respect in the family, a
good question to ask ourselves is, do my family members feel that | respect them? Is there



more | can do to help my mate, my children, or my parents feel loved and respected?
Brothers and Sisters, when we fulfill our God-given role in the family by developing good
habits, such as these, we show respect both for Jehovah and all of our family members. Now,
let's think about Olivia and her mom. In the next video, note how peace can be restored by
showing love and respect.

VIDEO STARTS
It's okay mom, you didn't know, dad did that for her just before he died. Anything | can do to
help?

Romans 12:10,
“In showing honour to one another take the lead”.
Olivia | made your favourite tonight. Thank you.

| wanted to tell you, | didn't handle that so well today. You had good reason to be upset about
the desk.

Mom, you didn't know. It's just one of those things that dad did just for me. | know he's my
stepdad now but, | just wish he would have checked first.

It wasn't Max, it was me. | wanted to surprise Max with a place for him to do his work.
So, he didn't make you get rid of the desk?
No,

| just thought you both didn't care. | will never ever stop caring about you.
VIDEO ENDS

What a beautiful outcome. The well-being and unity of the family were restored, the mom,
Irene applied the principle at Romans 12 10. She took the lead or the initiative to talk kindly
with her daughter. Though Olivia was upset, she too showed love and respect by being willing
to listen to her mom. As a result, the misunderstanding was cleared up and Irene used the
opportunity to reassure her precious daughter of her love saying, “I will never, ever stop
caring about you” and how our hearts were touched to see their warm embrace.

When we take the lead in applying bible principles, we promote genuine family peace. So,
may all of us be determined to keep showing our family that we truly love and respect them in
word and action.

Now please, listen as Brother Robert Luccione, a helper to the publishing committee,
considers the next talk of this symposium with the theme,

“Follow the Roadmap to Family Peace, Improve Communication”



Our previous talk reminded us that it's possible for a family to enjoy peace, but it takes work.
Let's look at one more step that can help us stay on the road to peace, and that is good
communication. A family promotes peace when all the family members communicate in an
open, calm, and honest manner, but, how does communication help with peace?

Well, a pattern of good communication keeps a family close. It helps us to identify and
address problems before these reach a point that they take peace away. Now, that may seem
obvious, but isn't it true that we may find that between work and school and meetings and
ministry and recreation and just life in general, that it's hard to find time to communicate as a
family. Is that a challenge in your family?

In the following dramatization, notice what habits hinder family communication.

VIDEO STARTS
Hey Steve, Yeah, I'm sorry | was late to the meeting. | should have been there to help out with
my assignment.

Yeah, we got delayed. We're late, let's go kids.
We're coming, Sorry.
Yeah, family's fine. Everybody's adjusting really well. Anyone see my glasses, anyone?

| mean, we might be a little out of sync, but, uh, | don't know. Every family has their issues
right?

You going outside?

Hey, well thanks for understanding. All right, okay, take care. Alright, bye-bye.
VIDEO ENDS

Did you notice some habits that hinder family communication? In the case of this family, it
seems like technology is stifling their communication, and they obviously have some things
they need to communicate about. Punctuality, dress and grooming, but it's not happening.

Now, while the scenes of them all looking at their devices and ignoring one another may have
been a bit humorous, did it remind you of your family at times? What a good reminder for us
not to let the use of technology rob our family of our time and attention.

So, how can we develop habits that promote good communication? Let's consider the second
bible principle of this symposium. Let's turn together please to Ephesians chapter 5, and let's
read verses 15 and 16. Ephesians 5:15 and 16.

“So, keep strict watch, that how you walk, is not as unwise, but as wise persons,
making the best use of your time, because the days are wicked”.

Now, let's look at two ways that this bible principle can help us. The first is by making time to



have meaningful communication. Did you notice that in verse 16 it says,
“Making the best use of your time”.

Now, the study note for this phrase indicates the need to buy out the time for important things
from other pursuits, so how can this apply to family communication? Well, this could include
having a plan or a routine for when we spend time together as a family each day, and during
those times, we may choose to limit our use of technology so it does not interfere with
communication.

Perhaps it's in the evening, or at a specific meal time. One Brother named Aaron stated, we
have our evening meal together which allows us time to talk and hear what's important to
each member of the family. He says, my wife and | have arranged our schedules so we take
the boys to school and pick them up. This allows us to spend more time with them and then
he says, my wife and | regularly take walks and freely talk about our concern.

What's the point? Well, they're making good use of their time, however, to do this, they had to
buy that time out from other pursuits, but they have a plan, they have a routine. So, what plan
or routine does your family have for meaningful communication each day? If you don't have
one, can you start now?

Let's look at the second way that this bible principle can help us, and that is by determining
when and how to deal with problems when they do arise.

You notice verse 15 in Ephesians chapter 5 says that we should walk as wise persons. That
means we need to choose our paths carefully. Knowing when to go, when to stop, when to
take another route.

Well how can that help us when problems arise? Well, a wise person generally knows when
is, and when is not, a good time to address a problem. For example, we all can attest that
when emotions are high, it's probably not the best time to bring up an issue.

One father states, sometimes we need to wait and let things cool. Often a nights rest with
prayer make a big difference when we address the issue the next morning.

That's a wise person. A wise person also listens. James chapter 1 verse 19 reminds us to be
“Quick to listen, but, slow to speak, and slow to anger”.

So, thus we can go to Jehovah in prayer, and ask him to help us to really listen, to stay calm,
to stay humble.

One Sister named Dawn states, “When there are problems, the first thing | do is ask Jehovah
in prayer to help us resolve the problem calmly”. Then she says, ‘then we talk with the family
member privately, and really try to listen to their side of the issue”. That's a wise person. A
wise person will also consider the approach and the words that he or she uses, for example,
rather than telling our family member that they have a problem, can we turn it around so that



it's something that we all need to work on together.

Do you reassure your family members that you really love them and you want to understand
their side of the issue or the problem?

See now, doing this, we're not attacking the family member, but, rather showing that we're all
in this together.

So, we see benefits of this bible principle in communication in our family, don't we. You notice
the two points, number one, making the best use of our time, and number two, walking as
wise persons.

Now communication will always be a work in progress but, it's worth the effort as it'll go a long
way to bringing peace to your family.

Let's watch more of our dramatization and notice the benefits of developing habits that
promote good communication.

VIDEO STARTS
| don't know, what do you think,

We all have to work on it. | know | need to.

Why don't we approach it that way with the kids? Just be open with them. That sounds like a
good idea, Okay, so uh Irene and | have been talking about communication in our family. We
want to talk about our phones and other devices.

You're not talking about me are you?

You can't do that.

| know that we can all be more balanced but you can't take them away?

| haven't done anything bad.

| have responsibilities.
Hold on, you're always on your phone too.

That's true.

It's okay, let's just talk about it all right, Sue? Can you read Ephesians 5:15 and 16 for us
please.

“So, keep strict watch that how you walk is not as unwise, but as wise persons, making
the best use of your time because the days are wicked”.

So, how do you think we're doing with our phones and other devices?



It isn't that what you're doing on your devices is not wrong

Exactly, but could it be taking time away from more important things, like talking to each
other? And in that way, affecting even how we're talking to each other?

Yeah, | think it'd be smart to have some boundaries then.

Yeah, okay.

Okay,

Okay, let's talk about how we can do that.

Hey

Hey Olivia

Hey

Evidently | haven't figured out how to talk to her about her clothes yet. | need your help.

| got this one.

| know, but it's all about good spiritual judgment. Do you think that these trends reflect
Jehovah's view of respectable dress? | know that you'll do the right thing. Hey, while we're all
here, um, | know we all have different views on punctuality, but | really need your help so i can
take care of some of my responsibilities. You think we can meet in the middle?

Yeah all right.

Great!
VIDEO ENDS

Now, this symposium has been discussing four bible principles that can guide families to
peace.

Brother Dellinger considered the first one in Romans chapter 12 verse 10, and in this part we
considered Ephesians chapter 5 verses 15 and 16.

Now, did we see how this scripture helped our family? In the video, we saw that they knew
down deep that they were not making the best use of their time so they made changes. They
saw that they needed to set boundaries so they could improve their communication. We also
saw how the family, the parents, acted as wise persons. How? Well, by determining when and
how to address the problems that needed to be addressed, such as the use of technology,
dress and grooming, and punctuality.

Can this bible principle help your family? Help my family, to improve communication? Would
this be a good scripture to include in your next family worship? Now, it takes time to learn how



to communicate well as a family, but it is worth the effort, why? Well, if we strive to
communicate each day, well then, communication will come more readily when there are
problems, so be determined to look for ways to improve communication in your family. And by
taking this initiative, and sticking with it, you will be following the road map to family peace.

Please listen now to Brother David Splain, a member of the governing body, as he considers
the next talk of this symposium,

“Follow the Roadmap to Family Peace, Work as a Team”.

Jehovah intended married couples to work together. That's why Jesus used the expression
we find in Matthew 19 and verse 6. Let's read this, from the bible. Matthew 19, I'll give you a
moment, Matthew chapter 19, and we're going to read verse 6. Now, first of all, Jesus quotes
from Genesis 2:24. He says, speaking of married couples, he says,

“So that they are no longer two but one flesh”.

Now, you remember Jehovah made that comment in the garden of Eden, but now Jesus adds
something that isn't in Genesis, he says,

“Therefore, what God has yoked, yoked together, let no man put apart”.

When we think of a yoke, we may think of a team of horses, uh, plowing a field, or pulling a
heavy wagon. If they pull together they can be a powerful force. The same is true when family
members work together. Mom, Dad, you have excellent reasons to work together. When you
work together, you contribute to the peace of the family. And think of the effect it has on the
children. By working together, you're teaching that fine young son of yours how to be a caring
husband and father, and your beautiful daughter, how to be a supportive wife and mother. But
what happens when teammates begin pulling in opposite directions? Or when one puts on the
brakes?

Let's watch a video. Now, here's the setup. For a long time a Sister raised her two children as
a single parent and she did a great job of it, then, she married a very kind Brother. The family
has a new head. Let's see how well the Sister is adapting to her new role.

VIDEO STARTS
The last few weeks of family worship have been nice, right?

Yeah, all these things we ask and pray in Jesus name, amen,
Amen.

Okay, this week, we,

Are in chapter five.

Yeah, that's right, and, uh, last week, Gabriel, so



This week is Sue's turn...

That's right, its Sue's turn...

Okay, the point here is that when it comes to...

Honey, maybe an illustration would be better?

Um, okay,

It's like a bird,

Well hopefully | was able to clear that up for you a little bit Olivia.
Yeah, thank you.

Well, actually, Max, that's not true. We had an updated understanding in the recent
Watchtower.

Thanks,
| think they went really well, right.
Um, actually,

Hey,
Sue,

Maybe we can talk about it later.

Okay?
VIDEO ENDS

The Sister isn't a bad person, but we can ask, what's she teaching her daughter about the
wife's role in the family, and what's her son learning about taking the lead as the man of the
house. He hasn't had a man in his life for a long time.

Now there is one, it's safe to say that the kids will stand a better chance of having a
successful marriage themselves, when they see their parents pulling together. A little later,
we'll see how the husband handles the situation, and we Brothers are going to want to pay
attention. This is a classic.

Family life is more pleasant when dad, mom, and the kids work together as a team. The
family head is the captain. He needs to make sure that everyone knows what goals the family
is working toward and, how each one can contribute toward achieving those goals.

When it's your family's turn to help clean the kingdom hall or a convention venue. For



example, don't leave the kids at home. They're part of the team. Don't go there with half the
team. Let them experience the joy that comes from serving others. Let them work along with
you. If you're assigned to clean the restrooms, don't complain about it, your fine example,
your children will learn, that when there's work to be done, we just do it. We aren't picky about
what we will and will not do. And we don't feel that some jobs are beneath us. Now, this is in
line with Paul's counsel found at Philippians chapter 2 verses 3 and 4. Let's look that up. It's
good exercise, Philippians chapter 2 verses 3 and 4. Now we're thinking about the family as a
team here, it says,

“Do nothing out of contentiousness or out of egotism, but with humility consider
others superior to you, as you will look out not only for your own interests but also for
the interests of others.”

When there's work to be done, someone has to do it. Do | think that I'm so special that
someone else has to look after it? Some families volunteer to help with kingdom hall
maintenance. When the kids are old enough, they can work on other projects, like working on
an assembly hall. They have a ball.

All the friendships that you and your young people will forge can last a lifetime. And here's a
bonus, when the young people go to a circuit assembly or a regional convention, they'll have
good friends to associate with, both young and old. People they've been working with.

What about working around the house. Some parents feel that the children shouldn't have to
help out at all because they have their school work to do. But, their school work is something
they do for themselves. How are they contributing to the welfare of the family? How are they
learning to serve others unselfishly? It's good for a child to feel that he has an important role
in the household and that people are counting on him. Think what that does for his self-
respect.

A father named Stephen said, “When nothing is expected of them, children learn that they're
here to be served, and they grow up with a distorted view of what life will require of them”.

We might ask, will a young person with that attitude even be able to keep a job? When
someone in the world lose their job, they may remain unemployed for a long time. They can't
pay the bills yet, there are job opportunities all around them, but, they consider those jobs
beneath them. And what's one of the most annoying traits an employee can have? Ask any
boss. When the worker is asked to do something, he replies, “that's not my job”.

Teach your child that anything that needs to be done is his job if he's old enough and capable
of doing it.

How early should parents start to assign chores to their children? Some experts have found
that children who are three years old, or even younger, can be taught to help out. They can
learn to pick up their toys, clean up spills, sort laundry. Older children can vacuum, wash the
car, prepare a meal.

I'm happy to say that many young Brothers here at Bethel are excellent cooks, which is often



the result of fine parental training.

Do you remember the video where Caleb is taught to clean his room and Put Away his toys?
That video was a game changer for many children. They want to be just like Caleb, and now,
when you enter their room, you can find the bed.

When problems arise, attack the problem, not each other. It's not how can | win, but how can
we win. You'll see an excellent example of that in the follow-up video, let's watch.

VIDEO STARTS
Hey, want some tea?

Sure. Oh, hey babe, you and me, we're a team right?
Yeah, of course.

When | read this, | thought about us,

“So that they are no longer two, but one flesh”.

| know before you had to shoulder everything yourself, for so long, and you did great. You've
been raising two beautiful spiritual kids on your own, but now, you have me.

Yeah, | do. So, do you think sometimes we're not a team?
Well, it's just sometimes, during family worship,
| get excited and | jump in. | know, I'm just so used to doing it after all these years.

| know you're not trying to take over, and listen, | love the way you teach. | see how you can
reach the kids in ways that | can't. Just let me guide it, and I'll make sure you can do that.

Thanks honey, thanks for your patience.

No, thank you for your patience. I'm a work in progress but, we make a great team. Why don't
we look at what we're going to cover before our next family worship?

That sounds great.

VIDEO ENDS

Wasn't that a fine example of how to attack a problem, not your mate. No arguments, no
raised voices, no accusations. The husband had empathy for his wife. He didn't question her
motives. He realized that as a single parent, she'd been taking the lead for a long time. And
notice how she responded to her husband's kind counsel. No doubt it's going to be easy for
the kids to respect their stepfather, and they're going to learn how a husband and wife should
treat each other, and how they should pull together. Sometime soon, you might want to
consider these questions.



In what aspects of our marriage do we work well as a team? And then, How can we improve?

It pleases Jehovah when family members work together as a team. That promotes peace in
the family, and our God, is a God of peace.

Now, Brother John Akron will consider the final talk of this symposium,
“Follow the Roadmap to Family Peace, Worship Jehovah Together”.

Jehovah wants your family to be happy and peaceful. But, Jehovah does more than simply
say | hope you have a peaceful family life. He explains exactly how we can get our family
there. | want you to imagine Jehovah laying out a map in front of you and saying, see these
landmarks, look for them on the road to peace, and if you see them, you're going in the right
direction.

So far in this symposium, we've passed the landmarks of show love and respect, improving
communication, and working together as a team. The last landmark we'll consider in this
symposium is worshipping together as a family. Worshipping together as a family.
Worshipping together as a family promotes peace and brings his blessing. Even if not all in
your family are worshippers of Jehovah, you can promote peace by maintaining a very good
spiritual routine.

In the following dramatization, notice some common obstacles to worshipping Jehovah as a
family.

VIDEO STARTS
Hi.

Hey babe.

So what's for family worship this week?

| think | got some good ideas.

Yeah.

Mm-hmm.

Thank you for reading that. Um, let's just go ahead and ask the question. We'll just do that.
So, paragraph 13 and 14, How can we be generous. Anybody?

Now, the footnote that we just read really helps us to appreciate the definition of that quality.
Without the definition, we're left to wonder exactly what it is, and how it connects to the other
things that we've discussed this evening,

Gabe, can you go ahead and read the next one?

The bible contains many examples of submissive individuals.



So are there examples?

Sue?

Yeah.

That's right. When we talk about examples, where do we start? There's examples in the past,
there's even examples presently, and we could even be examples. That's the power of them.
Let's keep going.

That was a lot of reading.

| know right?

| want to enjoy family worship but, | feel like the things that we are covering are just really not
what | need right now.

Yeah,

You know, | just don't know if this is what they need right now. We'll keep working on it.
VIDEO ENDS

| think we'd all agree that family worship was difficult to watch. It was uncomfortable for
everyone.

Clearly Max and Irene had some obstacles they needed to overcome, to really worship
Jehovah as a family.

To start and keep a good habit going requires determination and resolve. So that's where you
need to start for your family. You need to resolve that you're going to worship Jehovah as a
family. Notice the resolve in Joshua's words at Joshua chapter 24 and verse 15. That's
Joshua chapter 24 and verse 15.

“Now if it seems bad to you to serve Jehovah, choose for yourselves today whom you
will serve, whether the gods that your forefathers served on the other side of the river,
or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are dwelling, but as for me and my
household, we will serve Jehovah”.

Yes, worship of Jehovah as a family needs to be at the very centre of your family life. Now,
weekly family worship is not all that's involved in worshipping together as a family. Let's
consider five ways we can worship Jehovah together as a family.

One, prayer. Parents, do not underestimate the impact that your prayers have on your
children. When a child hears their parents pour out their hearts to Jehovah, that tells them
that Jehovah is very real to their parents.

| can recall growing up, listening to my father's prayers. Now, when | was young, | thought his
prayers were very long, but as | grew older, and really listened carefully to what he was



saying, | could see how much of a close relationship he had with Jehovah.
Two, discuss the daily text. It's an excellent habit, and a very spiritual way to start the day.

Three, attending meetings. Now, not just make sure our family is there at the meetings, but
they're involved, engaged. And work hard to prepare, so that all family members can have a
meaningful comment at the meetings.

Four, share in the ministry regularly as a family. Now sharing in the ministry together as a
family draws us closer to our family members. When we hear them speak about the truth, we
listen to their phone calls, or, we read their letters, we can feel their faith.

| loved going in the ministry with my mother and listened to her skilfully use the bible to
answer questions.

And five. Have a consistent, enjoyable, and meaningful, family worship program.

Let's consider what that means. First of all, consistent. In the video, Max was trying to have
the family worship consistently each week. Is your family worship consistent each week? Is
your family worship enjoyable?

In the video, the kids were bored. They were looking at their phones, checking the time, and
week after week a kind of a question and answer style led to the young people giving sort of
one-word answers. It did not look enjoyable.

Now, would your family describe family worship as enjoyable? How about meaningful?

What Max was using for material was material that he thought was meaningful, but, did it look
like it was meaningful to the family? Does your family worship use material that is meaningful
to your family?

Now, after reviewing these five points, we don't want you to be discouraged if it's a struggle to
maintain a good routine. Life in this system has many challenges, trials, and unexpected
events, so stay positive, and when your good routine breaks down from time to time, consider
what adjustments you can make to be successful, and get your spiritual routine back on track.
Regularly ask Jehovah for his help and don't give up.

Now, as you watch the following dramatization, notice how Max and Irene and the family work
together to make family worship successful.

VIDEO STARTS
March 15 2014 Watchtower, Family worship, can you make it more enjoyable? The worship of
Jehovah should not be boring. Address the needs of each family member.

Babe, what do our kids need? What's actually going on in their lives? Family worship needs to
include that.



Maybe we need to pay more attention to what's going on with them. Talk to them, listen to
them.

I'm going to send you a link to a great Watchtower article.
| can't wait to read it.

Max and | changed our approach.
We found out what mattered to our kids, like friends.

Adjusting to a blended family, dating, so we turned things around and used family worship to
focus on what our kids really needed, and to prepare ourselves for possible future trials.

Good night y'all.
Good night.

Good night,

Good night. Um, family worship was, was cool.
It was.

I'm glad you liked it.
Thank you,

Good night y'all.
Night.

Good night.

Hey, guess what?
What?

What?

| applied to Bethel.
You did?

Yep.

That's really exciting! I'm proud of you.



Thanks.

Congratulations.

Thank you.

Hey, selfie time, everybody.

All right, on three, we're gonna say Bethel okay?

All right.

All right, one, two, three.

Bethel.

We've come a long way, and through it all, Jehovah has taught us to love, and he's given our

family, peace.
VIDEO ENDS

So, we can see that Max and Irene analyzed what was wrong with family worship and
decided to change their approach. Let's examine how they did that and what it means for us.

What did they do to make their family worship more meaningful? Well Max and Irene had to
ask themselves, what's going on in their kids lives? What topics could they discuss at family
worship that would truly be useful to their kids? Did you smile when you saw Max almost drop
the glass when his daughter talked about dating? But, what a difference their efforts to listen,
and really understand what was happening with the kids made in the family worship.

How did Max and Irene make family worship more enjoyable? Did you see how the family
was reacting at family worship now? What a difference. The kids were smiling, they looked
engaged in the discussion and touched by what they were discussing.

So, do what you can to make sure that your family feels relaxed, and happy, and that your
family worship reflects the kind of happy and joyful God that Jehovah is. Remember, your
family will often remember more about how they felt during family worship than maybe the
exact details of what they learned.

Keep worshipping Jehovah as a family. Make your family worship consistent, enjoyable, and
meaningful. And work together to overcome obstacles. Just like Max and Irene and the kids
all worked together to solve problems and create a very peaceful family life.

It was really beautiful to see how far they had come by applying bible principles. In review,
this symposium has taught us that bible principles can be used as a road map to family
peace. Work hard to show love and respect, to improve communication, to work together as a
team, and to worship Jehovah together, and please, be patient with one another as you form
habits that lead to peace.



With Jehovah's help, you and your family will enjoy peace that only He can provide.

Thank you Brothers, we benefited from thinking about how we can apply the bible principles
you shared, and from the practical lessons in the dramatizations. All of us long to see true
peace on earth. How will that be accomplished and how can we prove that we honour and
support Jehovah's appointed king Christ Jesus?

Let's listen as Brother Mark Nemer, a helper to the teaching committee provides these
answers and more in the talk,

wy

“Loyally Support the "Prince of Peace"”.

Imagine the scene. It's nighttime. You're in the garden of Gethsemane with your close friends
and beloved teacher. Suddenly, you hear a crowd coming. They're being led by a man you
know, Judas Iscariot. He approaches Jesus and kisses him on the cheek. He then steps aside
as men move in to arrest Jesus.

Your emotions churn inside you. Your master and lord is being arrested. The son of God. How
can this be happening? What do you do? Before you can even decide what to do, Peter
draws his sword and chops off the ear of the slave of the high priest. Then Jesus says to
Peter, “return your sword to its place, for those who take up the sword, will perish by the
sword”.

And then, you watch the unbelievable, as Jesus heals the man's ear. Peter must have thought
it was a great and noble thing to fight in behalf of the son of God, but Jesus didn't think so.
With six words, “Return your sword to its place’,

Jesus taught his disciples an important lesson. This was not their fight, nor was it the time to
fight.

So in this talk, we're going to focus our attention on an insidious way that any of us, like Peter,
can become inadvertently involved in this world's conflicts without even realizing it. And we
will talk about how we can avoid making that serious mistake.

But first, let's discuss why Jesus did not ask his father to send 12 legions of angels to help
him when being arrested.

It has to do with Jesus name, so please, open your bible to Isaiah chapter 9 and let's read
verse 6. Isaiah chapter 9 and verse 6. Now, we know Jesus has many titles, but in this verse
we're going to focus on on just one, verse 6.

“For a child has been born to us, a son has been given to us, and the rulership will rest
on his shoulder. His name will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Eternal
Father, Prince of Peace”.

Why is Jesus called, "Prince of Peace"? Well, consider what Jehovah's angels declared to the
shepherds in the field at Jesus birth. At Luke chapter 2 and verse 14, they said,



“Glory in the heights above to God, and upon earth, peace among men of goodwill”.

Well, how appropriate for the angels to announce at the birth of the destined "Prince of
Peace" that there would be divine peace for those who have God's good will. But when will
this become a reality? It didn't happen when Jesus was on earth, and we certainly don't see
peace today. Instead of peace what do we see?

We see the nations that are locked in hostilities and aggression. In a competition for world
dominance. We see global violence and bloodshed, but please, don't lose heart. Because we
don't see peace now, does not mean it's not coming. Isaiah chapter 9 and verse 6. It's not just
wishful thinking, it's a promise from almighty God, and Jehovah cannot lie. All his prophecies
come true. In fact let's read the last portion of verse 7 in Isaiah chapter 9, the last verse the
last portion of verse 7 it says,

“The zeal of Jehovah of armies will do this”.

What does that mean? It means that Jehovah does nothing in a half-hearted way. He's
zealous to bring peace, and he will. We can be sure that whatever Jehovah promises, he will
fully accomplish. So how will peace come to the earth? Did the "Prince of Peace" give us a
clue? Yes he did, in fact the key to everlasting peace is on the lips of millions of people
throughout the world. They know it by heart. But let's read it at Matthew chapter 6 and verse 9
and 10. Matthew chapter 6 and verse 9.

What a beautiful thought for us this is. Where everlasting peace is going to come through. It
depends on the fulfillment of these verses, verse 9.

“You must pray then this way, our Father in the heavens, let your name” the name
Jehovah, “be sanctified”.

The emphasis that we place on the name of God is not merely a matter of religious
knowledge. Everyone must know God's name and treat it as something holy and respected. It
has to b